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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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I just had an amazing day of
fishing on the Snake River with
friends. Sure, we caught fish, but
the conversation on the tailgate
at the end of the day centered
on how lucky we are to live in an
area where we can easily get out
into a spectacular, wild place with
friends.

The Jackson Hole Land Trust
is a private nonprofit that was
established in 1980. We work to
protect and steward the treasured
landscapes of Northwest
Wyoming.

That’s one thing I love about
fishing: it connects you to this
ecosystem. I’ve gotten to know
remote pockets of Northwest
Wyoming by exploring new
Photo: Alexandra Munger
sections of streams or returning
to favorite runs year after year. I’ve become intimately aware of
the seasonal fluctuations of fishing: how the timing of certain
insect hatches coincides with the appearance of a particular bird
species or the first blooms of specific wildflowers. I feel grateful
for our native runs of cutthroat trout, and I am keenly aware
of how they’re affected by changing in-stream temperatures.
I also appreciate the way fishing has deepened my personal
connections with others, whether by sharing a day on the river,
catching up with an old friend, or finding common ground with
a new acquaintance. Spending time on the water connects me
to this place and this community, and it inspires me to work to
conserve what makes it so special.

Our vision is a legacy of protected
open spaces, wildlife habitat,
working lands, and community
spaces across Northwest Wyoming
that inspire current and future
generations.
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For all these reasons, fishing is truly a bridge to conservation. It
is both a way to tangibly experience what makes this region so
unique and a resounding call to protect it. Those who find their
way to fishing often find themselves hooked on conservation,
to use an apt metaphor, and at the Jackson Hole Land Trust we
want to ensure this holistic hobby is accessible to all. Through
a partnership with the Wyoming Game and Fish Department
(WYGFD), the R Park pond is stocked with Snake River cutthroat
trout. Anyone 16 and under is welcome to develop and hone their
fishing skills at R Park. WYGFD hosts Kids Fishing Day at R Park
each June, providing free rods, reels, and lessons to hundreds of
kids in hopes that they might find a lifelong love of fishing and
become stewards of our ecosystems.
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IN MEMORY: GIL ORDWAY

In this newsletter, you will find other such stories about the ways
the Jackson Hole Land Trust is partnering with local organizations
to foster a deeper love of place here in Northwest Wyoming.
From launching our Discovery Boxes for kids to using our
organization’s expertise to achieve landscape-scale conservation,
we are leveraging the tools in our toolbox to steward this land
today and for generations to come.
Sincerely,

BOARD

OE Ranch
11 Acres
Protected Since 2004
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With his passing, Gil Ordway leaves behind an
extraordinary conservation legacy. A staunch supporter
of the Jackson Hole Land Trust since its inception, Gil
joined the board in 1983, ultimately serving four terms.
He led by example, placing his family’s 381-acre Fish
Creek Ranch under easement and later another 872
acres near Bondurant. He was
instrumental in the JHLT’s first
community campaign to protect
the iconic Hardeman Barns
and surrounding meadows. Gil
understood early on what a
special place this valley is and
that this community needed to
actively protect it. He is among
the most influential people in
the history of our organization
and will be dearly missed.

A CLOSER LOOK:

MUNGER MOUNTAIN TO THE SNAKE RIVER
Munger Mountain and the adjacent
riparian corridor are prime habitat for
elk, mule deer, moose, bears,
bald eagles, native Snake River
cutthroat trout, and more. For elk
especially, the foothills are critical
calving grounds, and the protected
swath from the national forest to the
South Park Wildlife Herd Management
Area is an essential artery for animals
moving to and from winter habitat.
Beginning with U Lazy U in 2005, the
JHLT has committed to protecting the
vibrant ecology of the area by holding
nearly 1,000 acres under conservation
easement as shown here in yellow.
Munger Mountain and the
Snake River are loved by
recreationists of all stripes,
from the popular Wally’s World
trail system to access points for
hunting and fishing. The JHLT is
currently working with the BLM
and Teton County to protect the
BLM parcels with conservation
easements if and when they
transfer to county ownership.

This 640-acre parcel is owned by the state and
managed to generate revenue to fund public
education. Though this parcel faces potential
development, it also has exceptional conservation
values, most notably for elk and bird species such
as great grey owls. The JHLT is working to develop
a conservation-focused solution that will generate
much-needed revenue for Wyoming’s schools.

This landscape is defined by conservation
partnership. The JHLT has worked with The
Conservation Fund, the National Forest
Service, and the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department to protect additional acreage
(shown in medium green) and collaborates
with a longtime ranching family to
steward the parcels in perpetuity.

LANDOWNER SPOTLIGHT

FEUZ RANCH

In 1910, Chris Young’s family established a
homestead in Northwest Wyoming, and in
the 1930s her father purchased the ranch
in Buffalo Valley that Chris was raised on
and the Youngs now operate. With her
grandchildren growing up in the same house
that she did, Chris finds great satisfaction
teaching another generation how to work the
land. The Youngs also have grandkids that
live most of the year in Cody, Wyoming, and
spend their summers in Buffalo Valley helping
with the ranch.
As they graze livestock, cut hay, flood irrigate,
fix fences, and control weeds on nearly 1,200
acres between their family’s property and
the Hatchet Ranch, there is always plenty of
work for everyone. Many local producers have
moved away from raising cow-calf pairs due
to the long hours and nights involved with the
spring calving, but the Youngs still persist with
this practice, just as they do through these
seemingly endless winters. While others lose
the horizon in the blowing snow, the Youngs
remain steady.
While Chris and Jerome work hard to keep
life the way it has been for years, they do
notice some changes in Buffalo Valley. The
noxious weed situation has become much
worse and requires a lot of work to keep in
check. She also notes that the past decade
has seen increased pressure from wolves
during calving season in the spring. In order
to reduce predation on the new calves, they
have a camper out in the calving pasture and
Jerome camps out with the birthing cows to
ward off unwelcome wildlife.

Feuz Ranch
105 Acres
Protected Since 2004
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To help protect the open lands, rich wildlife
habitat, and agricultural heritage of the Feuz
Ranch, the JHLT purchased a conservation
easement from the Youngs in 2004. We
would like to extend a hearty thanks to Chris
and Jerome and their family for their tireless
stewardship of the extraordinary working
landscape that is the Buffalo Valley.

COMMUNITY CONSERVATION PROGRAMMING:

THE SPIRIT OF SUMMER
Don’t be surprised to see some of your favorite
local organizations out on Jackson Hole Land
Trust properties this summer. We are proud
to partner with local nonprofit partners to
offer free and inclusive programming at two
of our community properties: R Park and the
Greenspace on the Block.
The JHLT is privileged to hold open space in
trust for the benefit of this community. To share

that privilege, we already host several iconic
events at our public access properties each year
including our R Park winter and summer solstice
celebrations. Recognizing the success of those
efforts, we decided to intentionally expand our
community engagement with these properties.
To start that effort, this spring the JHLT put out
a call to local nonprofits for programming ideas
that could activate the Greenspace on the Block
and R Park for the community. We were thrilled
to receive numerous requests for creative uses
of the space ranging from musical educational
programming for kids to instructional workshops
for adults and everything in between. Check
out the opposite page for a snapshot of what to
expect at the Greenspace on the Block and R Park
this summer.
The robust variety of partner programs ensures
that the entire Jackson Hole community,
regardless of age, ability, or socioeconomic
background, is invited into these spaces. Through
our partnerships, the JHLT aims to engage people
historically underrepresented in conservation.
We are excited to see these spaces brought to life
with so many uses that serve such a broad swath
of this community.
The JHLT is also working to expand the interactive
uses of R Park. Thanks to funding from the
Community Foundation of Jackson Hole, we have
launched our Discovery Boxes, designed to teach
kids about the natural world through engaging
activities like birding and insect identification. For
the rest of the summer, our Discovery Boxes will
be ready and waiting for families to use every
Wednesday from 10 am to noon at the R Park
welcome pavilion, completely free of charge.
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Collectively, our programs use conservation
spaces to cultivate joy, learning, and connection
while creating a more equitable and healthy
community. We are excited to offer an array of
programming that we are sure will elevate the
importance of conservation and community
spaces for all people. See you out at R Park and
the Greenspace on the Block this summer!

Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s
Kids Fishing Day at R Park
Saturday, June 4
Coombs Outdoors Activate Camps
at R Park
Tuesdays through summer
Teton Raptor Center’s Birds on the
Block at the Greenspace on the Block
Tuesdays through August
Art Association’s Plein Air Camp at the
Greenspace on the Block
Wednesdays through July
Art Association’s Plein Air Camp at
R Park
Thursdays through July
JH Children’s Museum’s 10th
Anniversary Celebration at the
Greenspace on the Block
Thursday, June 30
JH Farmer’s Market Compost Speaker
Series at the Greenspace on the Block
Saturdays, monthly through August
Grand Teton Music Festival’s Monday
Musical Adventures at R Park
Mondays through July
Friends of Pathways’ Teton Food Tour
at R Park
Sunday, July 24
Wyoming Wilderness Federation
Ecology Camp at R Park
One week in both June and July
Animal Adoption Center’s Adoption
Drive at the Greenspace on the Block
Friday, August 12
Coombs Outdoors Summer Celebration
at R Park
Friday, September 2
For more details, follow us on Instagram
@jhlandtrust
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MEET OUR SPRING WYOVIEW ARTIST:

KIKA MACFARLANE

WyoView seeks to unite art and conservation to cultivate a deeper sense of place in Northwest Wyoming by
raising awareness of the importance of open space protection for the valley’s wildlife and community. This
spring, the JHLT partnered with digital illustrator Kika Macfarlane to capture R Park’s unique conservation
values. Check out her process and her three completed pieces.

I was really
inspired by the
reflections on
the water, and
the rolling hills
that give way to
Teton views. It’s
always special to see
areas enjoyed by both
people and wildlife of
all kinds, and I’m so glad
this parcel is protected
for years to come.
- Kika Macfarlane
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R Park
40 Acres
Protected Since 2015
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DONOR PROFILE: AMANGANI
JHLT: Share a bit about the history of Amangani.
Amangani: While traveling in Thailand, developers Tom Chrystie & Mike Hammer were inspired by the
flagship Aman property and set their minds to recreate what Adrian Zecha had started. The idea of the
peaceful home became a part of the design and Amangani opened in 1998. Since then, Amangani has
donated $2 of every room night stay to the JHLT as a strong supporter of conservation.
JHLT: Why is this partnership important to you, and why have you selected the Jackson Hole Land Trust as
your philanthropic partner?
Amangani: Maintaining the peacefulness and tranquility of Jackson is of utmost importance to the Amangani
family. From migrating elk and mule deer, the open space surrounding Amangani is habitat for wildlife and
birds of prey. Continuing this partnership means also protecting the creatures that also call Jackson home.
JHLT: How does the natural setting of Amangani and the sweeping landscapes protected by the JHLT inspire
you and your guests?
Amangani: We are inspired every day by the beauty that surrounds us, and in turn, we get to share this with
our guests. From the views when you enter the hotel, to our in-house wilderness guides, we are forever in
awe of the place we get to call home, and we are proud that our guests get to call it home when they visit.
If your business is interested in establishing a recurring giving initiative to benefit conservation in the valley, please
contact Advancement and Operations Manager Roxanne Rosales: roxanne@jhlandtrust.org.

EXPLORE
jhlandtrust.org

CALL

PO Box 2897
Jackson, WY 83001

(307) 733-4707

MAIL
PO Box 2897
Jackson, WY 83001

VISIT
Jackson Office
690 S Hwy 89 Ste 101
Jackson, WY 83001
Pinedale Office
7 W Pine St
Pinedale, WY 82941
R Park Office
4270 River Spring Dr
Jackson, WY 83002

PROTECT THE FUTURE OF
NORTHWEST WYOMING
Since 1980. the Jackson Hole Land Trust has catalyzed
conservation, working with families and community
members to protect the wildlife habitat, working
lands, and community open space of Northwest
Wyoming. Please remember the JHLT this
Old Bill’s Fun Run giving season.
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