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Our vision is a legacy of protected
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current and future generations.
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It is with tremendous excitement that I introduce myself to this
community as the new president of the Jackson Hole Land Trust.
As a nearly 20-year resident of Northwest Wyoming, I have long
admired the vision, passion, and effectiveness of this organization.
My family and I have drawn inspiration from the impact that
the JHLT has had on our community and in our lives, from living
adjacent to JHLT conservation properties, to enjoying the open
spaces of this valley and frequenting R Park. I am honored to be
entrusted by this community to now lead this organization.
As I look towards the future of conservation in this region,
it is clear that the JHLT is going to continue to lead the way in
protecting those things that define this region: working lands, vital
wildlife habitat, open spaces, and community conservation. My
vision for the JHLT is to continue to build on the incredible legacy
that this community has established to ensure that the landscape
and character of Northwest Wyoming are as inspiring to the
generations to come as they have been for me and my family.
Over two decades in conservation work, it has become clear to
me that protecting this landscape depends on our collective ability
to build and implement effective partnerships. The conservation
challenges that we face in this region are simply too large and
complex for a single organization, even one as effective as the JHLT,
to solve.
Fortunately, JHLT has a remarkable track record of meaningful
collaboration. In this newsletter, you will find stories of effective
teamwork. From partnering with the Conservation Fund on the
Loomis Park Ranch transfer to hosting Coombs Outdoors at R Park,
these collaborative projects open up new opportunities for the JHLT
to create conservation wins that resonate deeply across the entire
community.
As I lead the JHLT into a new era, the commitment to partnership
that is at the core of the organization’s culture and success will
only strengthen. I look forward to working alongside you, our
community of donors, friends, and partners, as we write the next
chapter of conservation in Northwest Wyoming.
I thank you for your continued support.
MAX LUDINGTON
President
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IT IS CLEAR THAT THE JHLT
IS GOING TO CONTINUE
TO LEAD THE WAY IN
PROTECTING THOSE
THINGS THAT DEFINE
THIS REGION: WORKING
LANDS, VITAL WILDLIFE
HABITAT, OPEN SPACES,
AND COMMUNITY
CONSERVATION

Board

Emeritus

Shawn Smith Chair of the Board

Kelly Davis

Marion Mussafer

Vince Lee

Bob Peters First Vice Chair

Mike Fenn

Brad Nielson

Rod Moorhead

Lori Fields Second Vice Chair

Peggy Gilday

George Putnam

Scott Pierson

Jenn Sparks Treasurer

JJ Healy

Sonja Rife

Gil Ordway

Michael Schrotz Secretary

Pete Lawton

Patti Stancarone

Allan Tessler

Bill Bradford

Cody Lockhart

Hal Wheeler

Mike Wardell

Jan Davis

Alex Muromcew
Photo: Sofia Jaramillo

3

WHERE WE WORK
EXPLORE CONSERVATION IN ACTION
ACROSS NORTHWEST WYOMING

BONDURANT

NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF WILDLIFE ART

LANDOWNER
SPOTLIGHT

LOOMIS PARK RANCH

PAGE

A STORY OF
COLLABORATIVE
CONSERVATION

8

EAST GROS VENTRE BUTTE

WILDLIFE
FRIENDLIER
FENCING

12

R PARK

PAGE

6
PAGE

HWY 22

15

HIGH SCHOOL BUTTE

18 ACRES
CONSERVED

PAGE

PAGE

PAGE

10

COOMBS
OUTDOORS CAMP

HWY 191

16

JACKSON

PAGE

AUGMENTED
REALITY
NATURALIST TOUR

18

BEACON PARK
HONORS
SPACKMANS

HWY 191/89
PINEDALE

HWY 189
CONSERVATION KEY
JHLT Conservation
Properties

4

TO HOBACK
BIG PINEY

5

WILD.

East Gros Ventre Butte
313 Acres
Protected Since 2013

A WILDLIFE-FRIENDLIER
EAST GROS VENTRE BUTTE
Views of the steep hillsides of
East Gros Ventre Butte are wellknown to both residents and visitors
of the Jackson area. They provide
a backdrop to Jackson’s iconic
Town Square and newly protected
Greenspace on the Block and follow
travelers along Highway 89 as they
wind their way north out of town
and towards the mighty Teton
Range. Because East Gros Ventre
Butte is such a significant feature
on the Teton County landscape and
the sight has become so familiar,
it is easy to assume that the arid
slopes which are visible from the
valley floor are characteristic of
the Butte as a whole. However,
protected lands on the top of East
Gros Ventre Butte are a different
landscape entirely. Undulating
hills covered in dense sagebrush,
intermixed with small pockets of
aspen and mountain shrubs, provide
crucial habitat for wildlife high above
the hustle and bustle of human
activity down below. Raptors soar on
thermals and use their keen eyes to
hunt prey along the open slopes of
the Butte. Terrestrial wildlife from
big game to large carnivores such
as mountain lions use the northsouth orientation of the Butte as a
corridor to travel through the heart
of the valley while maintaining
their separation from human
development.
Perhaps most importantly, East
Gros Ventre Butte provides an island
of crucial winter habitat for two
of the west’s most iconic species:
mule deer and the Greater SageGrouse. Both species, while vastly
different in appearance, have similar
habitat needs in the winter. They
seek windswept hillsides where the
snowpack is thin and there is good
solar exposure to help them weather
the harsh Wyoming winter. During
this tough season, sage-grouse
survive almost exclusively by eating
the leaves of sagebrush, so they rely
on areas with healthy stands that
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are tall enough to protrude above
the snow. Scattered amongst the
sage on the top of East Gros Vente
Butte is a low growing, woody shrub
known as antelope bitterbrush. This
inconspicuous plant is a delicacy for
mule deer, who seek out its stems
and leaves to eat in the snowy
months. During the winter, wild
animals are expending extra energy
to keep themselves warm and find
food. This means that anything in
winter habitat that causes them
to use energy needlessly could
threaten their survival. One such
obstacle is old, obsolete fencing.
Last summer, the JHLT partnered
with our friends at the Jackson
Hole Wildlife Foundation and 20
hardworking volunteers to remove
0.7 miles of obsolete barbed-wire
fence on our protected property at
the top of East Gros Ventre Butte.
The project eliminated a hazard for
overwintering mule deer and sagegrouse, enhancing the crucial winter
habitat present on the property and
leaving the landscape open for our
wild neighbors to move freely.
Fences are a common sight in
Wyoming. Because we are a “fenceout” state, landowners need to fence
their property if they would like to
exclude livestock that might wander
across their property line. Likewise,
many people construct fences to
contain their pets and livestock, or
for privacy or aesthetics. However,
fences also have impacts that extend
beyond the specific reason they
were constructed. A fence designed
to keep livestock in a particular
pasture may inadvertently impact
many other species. Fences can
create two primary issues for wildlife
– they can act as a barrier that
wildlife cannot cross, or they can be
a direct hazard for animals that may
collide with it or become entangled.
These two issues often combine:
a fence might be so difficult for
wildlife to pass through that they
can be injured or even killed while
making an attempt. Animals may

sometimes follow a fence for hours,
days, or even weeks before they find
an opening where they can sneak
over or under. Fences can also pose
a hazard for low-flying birds like the
sage-grouse, which can collide with
low-visibility fence strands as they
take off from the ground. Scientists
from Utah State University studied
wire fences in Colorado and Utah
from 2004-2005, and estimated that
there was approximately 1 deceased
ungulate trapped in fencing for every
2.5 miles of fence. They also found
an additional 2 deceased animals
per mile laying near fences, and
suggested that these were either old,
weak animals or young ones that
were too small to jump over. The
impacts of fences also compound
across the landscape. Mule deer
migrating on their long-distance
journeys in Wyoming may cross up
to 132 fences on their way between
winter and summer habitats. The
time, energy, and risk that it takes
to navigate all of those crossings
quickly add up for migrating animals.
This research highlights the
importance of responsible fence
stewardship. In many cases, there
are simple modifications that can
be made to fences which drastically
reduce their impact on wildlife. A
simple step is to leave gates open
at times when livestock or pets
do not need to be contained. Big
game species such as elk, moose,
and mule deer learn where these
openings are present, and will adjust
their movements to use those gaps
on their daily and seasonal travels.
As was the case on top of East Gros
Ventre Butte, landowners can also
identify when and where fences are
no longer needed and remove them
entirely. Though fence removal is
certainly not always an option, our
partners at Jackson Hole Wildlife
Foundation are a great resource
for landowners who are interested
in exploring how they can make
necessary fencing safer for the
wildlife of Northwest Wyoming.
Photo: Lindsay Jones
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LANDOWNER SPOTLIGHT:

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM
OF WILDLIFE ART

Head north from Jackson this
winter and you’ll soon be greeted
by the grandeur of the Greater
Yellowstone Ecosystem.
Trumpeter swans alight upon
misty Flat Creek, the open expanse
of the National Elk Refuge draws the
eye, and the iconic rocky slopes of
East Gros Ventre Butte frame the
scene on the left. Look closely and
you are guaranteed to spot mule
deer eking out their winter existence
on the wind-blown slopes of the
butte. Abundant solar radiation and
the relentless winter winds result
in a shallower snowpack, allowing
wildlife access to the nutritious
native bunchgrasses that proliferate
on the slope.
East Gros Ventre Butte is also
home to the National Museum of
Wildlife Art. The museum opened
on the Town Square in 1986 but
moved to its current location in

National Museum of Wildlife Art
35 Acres
Protected Since 1995

1992. The property was provided
by Joffa and Bill Kerr, who donated
a conservation easement to the
Jackson Hole Land Trust to protect
the crucial wildlife habitat and
scenic views.
In 2019, the Wildlife Museum
Fire ravaged the hillside of East
Gros Ventre Butte. Thanks to the
hard work of the firefighters and a
well-timed rainstorm, the museum
and nearby homes were spared.
As a silver lining, the resulting
burn scar has spurred a new
project spearheaded by Trevor
Bloom of the Nature Conservancy
in partnership with the museum,
Teton Botanical Garden, Teton
County Weed & Pest, Teton
Conservation District, and the
Jackson Hole Land Trust, to bring
attention to the importance of the
native plants and the threat from
weeds such as cheatgrass. This
invasive annual grass has impacted
millions of acres of the Great Basin
and now threatens the dry slopes
of the buttes of Jackson Hole that
are so important to the survival of
wintering wildlife.

The project includes a
native plant garden and trial
restoration plots within the 2019
Wildlife Museum Fire burn scar.
Cheatgrass proliferates after
wildfire, and the project looks to
identify how to best tip the scales
to the native plants after fire.
As part of a multi-agency effort
to suppress cheatgrass across
Teton County (treating 4,365
acres), Weed and Pest provided
aerial application of an innovative
herbicide designed to target
annual grasses while allowing the
native bunchgrasses to flourish.
Next, the areas will be seeded
with different native plants to
find a path forward to ensure the
resilience of our cherished wildlife
and native plant communities.
Just as the National Museum
of Wildlife Art plays an important
role in our community, so too
does their JHLT-protected piece
of Jackson Hole fit into the larger
puzzle of the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem. With the mission to
impart knowledge and inspire
appreciation of humanity’s
relationship with wildlife and
nature through art and education,
the museum is a true partner in
the legacy of conservation that
exists in Jackson Hole.

“

CHEATGRASS PROLIFERATES AFTER
WILDFIRE, AND THE PROJECT LOOKS TO
IDENTIFY HOW TO BEST TIP THE SCALES TO
THE NATIVE PLANTS AFTER FIRE.
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COMMUNITY CONSERVATION
ON HIGH SCHOOL BUTTE
High School Butte
18 Acres
Protected Since 2020

“

COMMUNITY
CONSERVATION
PROJECTS LIKE R
PARK, SAVE THE
BLOCK, AND NOW
HIGH SCHOOL
BUTTE PROVIDE
THE COMMUNITY
WITH ACCESS TO
OPEN SPACES
THAT MAY HAVE
OTHERWISE BEEN
PRIVATE.
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The switchbacking trails up
High School Butte have long been
used by this community as a quick
getaway in the heart of town with
panoramic views of the valley
and the Tetons beyond. A web of
unofficial social trails snake off
from the main switchbacks on the
parcel owned by Teton County
School District and cut across to
a rudimentary double track on
private property.
This past September, the
Jackson Hole Land Trust stepped
up to purchase this 18-acre
parcel on the southwest slope,
formalizing and safeguarding
public access for all and protecting
important wildlife habitat from
the possibility of development.

In the coming years, the JHLT
will perform erosion mitigation,
work to eliminate invasive plant
species, and create a low impact
loop trail for the community
to enjoy. But first, we will host
a series of listening sessions
with neighbors, partners, and
community members over the
upcoming winter to collect
community feedback and
ideas about property use and
management. We are thrilled
to add these 18 acres on High
School Butte to our ever-growing
slate of community conservation
properties and we are deeply
committed to hearing from voices
across our entire community on
how to best leverage this new
community asset.

“High School Butte provides safe
and easy access to the outdoors
for families, students, and hikers
of all ages,” said Jr Rodriguez, JHLT
community conservation manager.
“We are committed to inclusivity in
conservation and believe that this
protected public access property
will be a place where everyone
can seek out and experience
the benefits of open space.”
Community conservation projects
like R Park, Save the Block, and
now High School Butte provide the
community with access to open
spaces that may have otherwise
been private. They are a tangible
result of the JHLT’s commitment to
making land conservation relevant
and beneficial to everyone in the
community.

Photo: Sofia Jaramillo
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LOOMIS PARK RANCH
SHOWCASES COLLABORATIVE
CONSERVATION
In September 2020, the 240-acre
Loomis Park Ranch was transferred
to the Bridger-Teton National Forest
(BTNF) and set a clear example
of how strategic partnerships
between different organizations
can achieve more than any one
group could accomplish on their
own. When the parcel went up for
sale in 2016, The Conservation Fund
(TCF) stepped in as its temporary
steward to maintain the incredible
open space and wildlife habitat
that was preserved by the previous
landowners. The JHLT provided
financial support for TCF in their
efforts to hold the property until
the BTNF could gather the funds

to purchase and incorporate it into
our spectacular public lands for
current and future generations of
Wyomingites to enjoy. Each partner
played a key role, and the JHLT is
honored to be a part of a project
with such a clear and long-lasting
public benefit.
In a conversation with TCF
Wyoming State Director Dan
Schlager, we talked about TCF’s role
in the project and the importance of
partnerships in Northwest Wyoming
conservation:
JHLT: Loomis Park Ranch was
previously a private inholding
surrounded by national forest. What
was it that made this particular
property sensitive, and why was it
so important to conserve?

Dan Schlager: The property
was a top acquisition priority for
the Bridger-Teton for a couple of
decades, and there is always a
threat of subdivision in that area.
It has historically been used for
agriculture and it will be added
into the Bridger-Teton grazing
allotment in the area. It has a lot of
wildlife habitat – I can’t recall a time
being out there when I didn’t see
antelope and a bunch of mule deer
as it’s very close to their migration
routes. There is a lot of elk habitat
in the area as well as habitat for
grizzly bears and a number of other
species. It also has the potential in
the future for some good access to
the backcountry.
JHLT: The Conservation Fund
purchased Loomis Park Ranch when
it went up for sale in 2016. How did
TCF decide to step in and partner

with the JHLT while the United
States Forest Service (USFS) was
still gathering the funds to officially
incorporate the property into the
BTNF?
DS: We stepped in because of the
property’s importance to the forest
and the opportunity for it to go to
the forest – with the purchase there
was a chance to get all that done.
It is very difficult for the USFS to do
that sometimes on its own in terms
of the timing of funding, in this case.
TCF stepped in with the funds to
purchase it, and then transfer the
property when the USFS was able to
get the funds together. The Jackson
Hole Land Trust was incredibly
helpful in that regard because we
did end up holding the property
for almost four years and there are
a lot of costs associated with that
including unusual due diligence
because there is a cabin out there.
Ultimately, the Jackson Hole Land
Trust’s support in conservation and
working together with us was huge
in helping the project get across the
finish line.
By the way, you may not know
this but I used to work at the
Jackson Hole Land Trust, in the 90s.
I’m a huge fan of the JHLT.
[Thanks, Dan!]
JHLT: Recreation, agriculture,
and economy are key pillars of the
Conservation Fund’s mission. Why
was it important to add Loomis

Park Ranch to the Beaver Twin
grazing allotment and how can that
historical use and the recreational
access coexist together?
DS: The agricultural use will
absolutely continue in a way which
helps that economy much more
so than if it were, for example,
subdivided, and that use was to
go away. As for recreational use,
the USFS is working on a plan for
that and I am sure there will be a
point at which there is a proposal
open to public comment. I know
there are a number of possibilities
under consideration, one of those
being to rent the cabin to the public
in a similar way that is done with
the Green River Lakes Lodge. That
would be a great access point,
potentially for hunting or access to
the backcountry though it is really
up to them how they want to do
that.
JHLT: The Conservation Fund
has been able to successfully
leverage quite a few partnerships
to complete conservation projects.
Why are those partnerships so
important, and where do you
see future possibilities and
opportunities for partnerships in
Northwest Wyoming?
DS: I think that there is a
lot of conservation to be done,
and the more that we can
work in partnership to do that,
cooperatively and collaboratively,
then the better off the result will

be. Our priorities are really our
partners’ priorities, so there is a
lot of overlap between the Jackson
Land Trust and the Conservation
Fund in Northwest Wyoming, as
well as with other conservation
organizations. TCF can play a
role in bringing it all together as
we are very transaction-focused.
While we don’t do our own science
as, for example, as the Nature
Conservancy does, we’re good at
the transactional elements and
trying to layer together funding
sources to get these projects done
in collaboration with other partners.
The more we’re able to partner
and collaborate, the better we are
at accomplishing what I see as a
collective mission.
JHLT: How do you believe the
transfer of the Loomis Park Ranch
to the Bridger-Teton National Forest
benefits the people of Wyoming?
DS: I think it benefits the people
of Wyoming in a number of ways.
One of the things that makes
Wyoming especially unique is its
tremendous open spaces and the
conservation ethic of people all
over Wyoming. I mean, not to harp
on the tradition of enjoying wildlife
whether that is hunting, fishing,
viewing, photography, hiking, or
whatever the recreational pursuit
might be, but it’s dependent on
the land base, and also supports
Wyoming’s economy. To me, the
conservation of these unique
resources is also what benefits
Wyoming’s economy – we all enjoy
being in Wyoming because of its
tremendous natural environment.
Edited for length and clarity.
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Photo: Dan Schlager
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This fall, the JHLT team was thrilled to
assist with COVID-19 education curriculum
adjustments in the Teton County School
District. With optional Friday programming,
the schools requested community assistance
to provide educational structure for
adventurous young explorers ranging from
grades K through 5. Our stewardship and
outreach teams worked together to develop
50-minute block programs to engage
students while teaching the importance of
stewarding special community open spaces
for wildlife and people.

JHLT BRINGS
CONSERVATION
TO FRIDAY
SCHOOL

“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed interacting
with the kids through activities centered
on themes of conservation and the natural
world,” says Carlie Ideker, JHLT land steward
and sometimes Friday schoolteacher. “As
an organization, the JHLT is happy to help
provide educational opportunities for families
in our community during this challenging
time. Besides, as a staff member, I get just as
much out of these experiences – those kiddos
have such unique insights and creativity that
you can’t help but feel hopeful for the future.”

Rendezvous “R” Park is excited
to launch an interactive augmented
reality nature tour throughout the
park. The tour uses a mobile app
called Hoverlay (available on both
iOS and Android) paired with your
smartphone camera to display
augmented reality content in realtime. Park visitors will be able to view
educational augmented reality videos
at several GPS locations throughout
R Park. These videos will provide
short lessons on topics ranging from
geology to ecology and biology.
While the tour is oriented towards a
middle school science level, there is
something for everyone!

Every Friday morning through October
2020, JHLT staff visited each elementary
school in Teton County, outfitted with large
poster boards, a rainbow of markers, and
worksheets highlighting the conservation
values of the JHLT. As R Park Community
Outreach Associate Ellie Stratton-Brook, who
arranged and taught Friday programming,
recalls, “In the biting temperatures between
dawn and noon, students would come meet
us outside for a refreshing break from their
Zoom lessons. Each class was broken up into
groups of 3 and had 20 minutes to develop
their own park with our materials and their
imaginations as the only limit!”

Throughout this pandemic, the
Jackson Hole Land Trust has developed
new ways to continue safely interacting
with our community. This virtual nature
tour at R Park will give our community
one more way to get outside and
explore this nonprofit park in a safe,
socially distanced way.

At the end of each Friday session, groups
presented their designs along with the story
of their creation. Each park was unique,
much like the JHLT’s community conservation
properties, which serve as a convergence of
people, culture, interests, and the natural
environment.

The augmented reality tour at R
Park has been brought to life by Kevin
Patterson, TSS AmeriCorps member who
has added capacity and imagination to
the JHLT’s community conservation team
this fall. Thank you, Kevin!

At the JHLT, we strive to inspire the
next generation of conservation leaders in
our community by providing educational
opportunities that encourage outdoor
exploration and foster a conservation ethic.
With our R Park Junior Ranger Program, Open
Space Adventures, and now our experience
with the school district, the JHLT will continue
to enhance the educational opportunities we
provide and work to ensure each member of
our community has access.
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AUGMENTED
REALITY
TOUR AT
R PARK

CONNECTED.

Keep an eye out for our official
launch on social media and official
maps at R Park.

A screenshot from
Augmented Reality
at R Park

Photo: Ellie Stratton-Brook

Photo: Kevin Patterson
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COOMBS OUTDOORS
KIDS FIND ADVENTURE
AT R PARK

“

MY FAVORITE ACTIVITY AT R PARK HAS
TO BE SWIMMING EVEN THOUGH IT TAKES
GETTING USED TO THE TEMPERATURE. I’VE
BEEN WANTING TO GO BACK BECAUSE
QUARANTINE HAS BEEN A NOT SO FUN
EXPERIENCE FOR ME AND IT WOULD BE
GREAT TO GET OUT AND HAVE SOME FUN.
—Nathan, 14-year-old Coombs Outdoors Camp Participant

Last summer, the Jackson Hole
Land Trust was thrilled to partner
with Coombs Outdoors to host
their summer kids camps at R Park.
Students enjoyed all R Park has to
offer, including fishing, swimming,
paddle boarding, tadpole hunting,
camouflage, and inspiration for
countless art projects. In addition
to fun-packed summer days, many
students also got to see a new side
of open space in the valley. “We see
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R Park as an amazing community
resource that we were excited
to share with the population we
work with,” said Coombs Outdoors
Program Manager Laura Gaylord.
“One time this fall a parent came
to pick up their student early from
programs and had never been to R
Park before, she was delighted at
how beautiful the space was and
surprised she had never been there
before.”

This is community conservation
in action, and the Jackson
Hole Land Trust looks forward
to continuing to deepen our
partnership with Coombs Outdoors
so that more local kids and their
families can come to know the
natural world through their local,
nonprofit-run park.

Photo: Stephen Shelesky
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HONORING THE SPACKMANS’
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
JACKSON HOLE COMMUNITY
Photo: Ellie Stratton-Brook

NEW COMMUNITY BEACON PARK
MEMORIALIZES JARAD SPACKMAN
A new community resource for
backcountry snow safety is coming
to R Park thanks to the heartfelt
generosity and adventurous spirit of
the Spackman Family. The avalanche
beacon training park now installed
at R Park features Backcountry
Access’s wireless beacon training
system including eight transmitters
and one control box. Backcountry
skiing, snowboarding, and
snowmobiling are becoming
increasingly popular activities,
making it critical that everyone who
ventures out wears a beacon and
knows how to assess and respond to
the very real risk of avalanches.
For backcountry users, formal
avalanche training is a must and
regular practice is essential to
hone rescue skills in the event of
a backcountry emergency – that’s
where the beacon search park at
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R Park comes in. With this training
park, users can efficiently practice
single burial searches, multiple
burial searches, probing, shoveling,
and use of RECCO detectors.
Every target is equipped with an
accelerometer so the control box
will sound an alarm confirming each
successful probe search.
The Spackman Family are no
strangers to the risks of backcountry
sports. They generously sponsored
R Park’s new beacon park through
the Jarad Spackman Memorial Fund
of the Community Foundation of
Jackson Hole in memory of Jarad
Spackman, who died in an avalanche
in Grand Teton National Park in
2013. At the time of his passing,
Jarad was on the Board of Directors
for the Jackson Hole Land Trust
and was passionate about the
conservation of Jackson Hole’s open

spaces. Jarad’s wife, Stephanie,
his mother, Susie, and his brother,
Brandon, are excited and honored
to fund this community resource
that will help others manage the
inherent risks of backcountry travel,
while still bravely pursuing what
they love, as Jarad did. As Jarad
once said, “Taking risks allows you
to evolve. By stepping out of your
comfort zone, you just might learn
something about yourself that
empowers you. Taking a risk might
damage your ego, but it sure beats
having regret over lost experiences.”
The beacon park is an addition
to the Spackman Memorial near the
East Pond Crossing at R Park. The
Spackman Family has long had a
special connection to R Park and a
deep connection to conservation in
Jackson Hole.

REMEMBERING
DAVE SPACKMAN
On May 3 of this year, Dave Spackman, Jarad’s father and
former JHLT board member passed away. His son Brandon
recalls, “In the end, the R Park was a special place for him
to visit in memoriam of Jarad and to see how much the
community was enjoying and using this protected open
space.” Dave’s memory will be celebrated with Jarad’s at
R Park, and also through the incredible impact he had on
conservation in this valley.
“My dad felt a strong connection to this area the first time
he came here that was grounded in the beauty and wildness
of the place. Every day he would express his gratitude
for living in such a unique environment and being able to
raise his family in such a wonderful community of people,”
Brandon shared. “He understood the importance for future
generations to have the same experience that he did when he
first came to this valley and how important it is to protect the
wildlife that also have a home here.”
The Spackman Memorial and beacon park connect our
community to the beauty and wildness that Jarad and Dave so
cherished. The beacon park is open to all so long as weather
permits, so get out there and practice your skills and repeat
Jarad’s motto: “Live life to the fullest, guided by love.”

Photo:Spackman Family
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DONOR PROFILE:

HANNAH SWETT
LEGACY GIFTS EMBODY THE COMMITMENT
TO PROTECTING AND STEWARDING THE
TREASURED LANDSCAPES OF NORTHWEST
WYOMING FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

Photo: Sofia Jaramillo

THE TETON LEGACY SOCIETY WAS CREATED
TO CELEBRATE THOSE WHO HAVE HAD THE
FORESIGHT AND GENEROSITY TO INCLUDE
THE JHLT IN THEIR ESTATE PLANNING,
THEREBY LEAVING A LEGACY OF OPEN
SPACE IN JACKSON HOLE FOR FUTURE
GENERATIONS TO ENJOY. MEET TETON
LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBER HANNAH SWETT!

HS: Open spaces protection
initially drew me to support the
JHLT, but I am also grateful the JHLT
was able to pivot and work with the
surrounding community on wildlife
habitat. Where is there space for us
all? I hope the JHLT can figure that
out!
JHLT: What does legacy giving
mean to you and how do you see
your impact and generosity fitting in
now and carrying forward in the years
to come?
HS: It’s a great way to place a stake

JHLT: What initially sparked
your interest in the JHLT and
prompted you to get involved?
Hannah Swett: My parents,
Brad and Holly Swett, started
taking me to the JHLT picnics. The
energy and enthusiasm for the
Land Trust inspired me to start
giving. Rod Moorhead followed up
on the spark of interest and drove
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it home how important the JHLT is
to the valley. We are lucky to have
passionate people like Rod in the
valley.
JHLT: What parts of our mission
and vision to protect open spaces,
wildlife habitat, working lands, and
community spaces resonate with
you the most?

in the ground to what is important to
you. Legacy giving provides a steady
source of income for the JHLT. Legacy
giving provides a deeper connection
with the donor base and allows for
more impactful giving.
JHLT: Would you encourage others
to make a legacy or planned gift and
why?
HS: I would encourage all to look
at planned giving. Planned giving
provides a great reason to talk about
philanthropy with your children.

JHLT: What piece of advice would
you give us as we plan for the future
and the overall legacy of the JHLT?
HS: JHLT has done a great job
pivoting to the current needs
of Jackson Hole and Northwest
Wyoming, examples being wildlife
habitat conservation and the Save
the Block project. Please keep us up
to date about urgent and long term
issues in the area. The balance of
community, preservation of habitat,
and working lands needs to continue.

Legacy gifts embody the commitment to protecting and stewarding the treasured
landscapes of Northwest Wyoming for future generations. They are truly gifts that
anyone can make – available to all ages, cost nothing right now, and are one of the most
flexible and impactful financial contributions.
If you are interested in learning more about the many ways you can make a gift through your
estate plans, or if you have already included the Land Trust in your plans and would like to be
recognized in our Teton Legacy Society, please contact our office today.
307.733.4707 | info@jhlandtrust.org
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JHLT EVENT OUTLOOK
Due to COVID-19, we are taking precautions
by transforming many of our events to virtual
meetings or other distanced formats. While we do
miss seeing each of you, we believe the health and
safety of our community comes first. The Jackson
Hole Land Trust will be keeping an eye on local,
regional, and national suggestions and will evaluate
the possibility of in-person events each quarter. We
look forward to interacting with you in many other
wonderful ways!

YOUR CONSERVATION
IMPACT
Join us in protecting and stewarding the wild,
open, and connected lands of Northwest Wyoming.
As 2020 comes to a close, please consider the Jackson
Hole Land Trust in your end of year giving. Thank you
for your ongoing support — your generosity fuels
the conservation of our cherished community open
spaces, working lands, and wildlife habitat.

JHLANDTRUST.ORG/DONATE
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