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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
In 1980, a
small group
of Jackson
community
members
came
together
from
across a
Photo: Flo McCall
political and
social spectrum of multi-generational
ranchers, second homeowners, and
environmentalists to protect what
they considered the most unique and
valuable characteristics of the valley –
working agricultural lands, open space,
sweeping vistas, and incomparable
wildlife habitat. Thanks to their incredible
foresight, Jackson Hole looks much the
same forty years later. As I reflect on four
decades of conservation, I am so grateful
to work alongside the staff, board,
partners, and friends of the JLHT to make
great strides upon the path set forth by
founding board members.
Jackson’s population has more than
doubled since the founding of Jackson
Hole Land Trust. People still flock to the
valley for the same reasons the JHLT
founders sought to protect it so many
years ago. Yet as our population has
grown, so has our mission expanded to
reflect the priorities of this community
and to ensure that all residents of

Jackson have the opportunity to
access open space and experience the
conservation values the JHLT has worked
to protect.
From our first large community
campaign to save Hardeman Barns
to our first public access easement
on Emily’s Pond, Teton County’s first
nonprofit park, Rendezvous “R” Park,
and the Greenspace on the Block, we
recognize that accessible spaces are
vital to the health of our community and
critical to the efficacy of our ongoing
conservation efforts. Looking forward,
we will continue to prioritize community
involvement, benefit, and programming
in conservation.
Jackson Hole Land Trust’s mission
has also grown to encompass the
Northwest corner of Wyoming. This
move towards a regional, landscapedriven approach allows the JHLT to
protect working agricultural lands that
are key to preserving open ranch lands
in tandem with migration corridors and
wildlife habitat that transcend county
lines. At the same time, the JHLT is also
committed to recognizing the unique
needs of landowners throughout
Northwest Wyoming, providing tools to
preserve working lands and historical
ranches, and protecting the open spaces
that give this region its unique character.

Board

Over the past 40 years, the success of
this organization has been supercharged
by inspirational leaders including Jean
Hocker, Story Clark, Leslie Mattson, and
Laurie Andrews, supported by board and
staff members who have been tirelessly
dedicated to the conservation of our
open spaces, sustained by generous
donors who have invested in our
work, and cemented by the landowner
partners who have conserved their land
for current and future generations to
enjoy. In the following pages, you will
learn about just a few of the landowner
partners, donors, and friends who have
made a lasting mark on conservation in
Northwest Wyoming. Follow along on
social media through the end of the year
for more of these stories.
They say life begins at 40. While I am
immensely proud of the legacy we have
built together over the past four decades,
we are certainly not done yet and we are
looking forward to shared conservation
success over the next 40 years.

Sincerely,
Jason Snider
JHLT Board Chair

The past year brought the loss of some of our most dedicated leaders,
including the JHLT’s founding executive director and several committed
board members. We are honored to have worked with these steadfast
conservationists who each left their own significant open space legacy.

IN MEMORY OF
JOE ALBRACHT

IN MEMORY OF
JIM FLOOD

IN MEMORY OF
JEAN HOCKER

Joe Albracht,
former JHLT
board member
and friend,
passed away
in 2019, but his
legacy will live
on forever through the Joe Albracht
Memorial Migration Fund, which
was established through thoughtful
planned giving. Joe loved being
outside and he was passionate about
wildlife. As his wife, Patti Stancarone
recalls, “We would often drive around
looking for animals. Anytime folks
came to visit they would be subject
to an animal search before he
would bring them home and allow
them to relax.” His generous legacy
gift will be put to work to protect
vital wildlife habitat connectivity in
perpetuity and steward this land he
was so passionate about. Patti fondly
remembered “We loved every day
here with each other. We knew how
blessed we were, to wake up every
day, together, here in Jackson Hole.
We didn’t take it for granted.”

Jim Flood’s love
for the outdoors
seeped into
everything he
did, especially
in his time on
the JHLT board.
Jim cared deeply for the open spaces
of Northwest Wyoming and invited
his friends to share in that passion.
He was instrumental in raising
community-wide support for the JHLT,
helping to lead fundraising efforts for
the Campaign for Our Valley and the
Forever Our Valley campaign. He also
supported conservation on a national
scale as a board member for the Land
Trust Alliance. He truly believed in
the power of land and was motivated
by the perpetuity of conservation.
Jim will be remembered for the smile
he wore while doing what he loved –
fishing, horseback riding, hiking, and
skiing. His legacy lives on in the land
he helped to protect and through this
community into which he poured his
heart and soul.

As a founding
board member
and our very
first executive
director, the
Jackson Hole
Land Trust’s
legacy is intimately tied to that of the
intrepid Jean Hocker. Her passion
and vision for the future of the valley
shaped that of our organization and
as stewards of the mission she put
forth and the lands she loved, we
are forever grateful. As Jean said so
beautifully upon accepting a new
role as president of the Land Trust
Alliance in 1987, “I leave with the
satisfaction that something good,
something permanent has been
created here. It’s more than an
organization called the Jackson Hole
Land Trust. It’s the realization that
people who care, acting together, can
shape the future of a place they love.”
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MISSION

CORE VALUES

The Jackson Hole Land Trust
is a private nonprofit that was
established in 1980. We work to
protect and steward the treasured
landscapes of Northwest Wyoming.

VISION

Commitment

Collaboration

Integrity

Community

Sustainability

Respect

Our vision is a legacy of protected
open spaces, wildlife habitat, working
lands, and community spaces across
Northwest Wyoming that inspire
current and future generations.

Partnerships

CONSERVATION KEY
GRA
NAT ND TETO
ION
AL P N
ARK

CONSERVATION

THROUGH THE DECADES

1980s
JACKSON LAKE

1990s
2000s
2010s
2020
STATE,
FEDERAL &
TRIBAL LANDS

JACKSON

DUBOIS

BONDURANT

HWY 22

JACKSON

W

IN

HWY 191

D

RI

VE

R

RA

N

G

E

PINEDALE

HWY 191/89

HWY 189

BOULDER

BIG PINEY

Explore all of our
properties on our
interactive map at
jhlandtrust.org/maps

R Lazy S Ranch
349 acres
Protected Since 1981
Photo: Matt Stirn

DONOR PROFILE
BARBARA AND STAN TRACTHENBERG

1980S

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
R LAZY S RANCH

Cross-country skiing up Blacktail Butte on wooden skis was Stan and Barbara
Trachtenberg’s first taste of Jackson Hole back in 1972. Drawn to the beauty of
the valley, it wasn’t long before Vince Lee drew them into the fold of the Jackson
Hole Land Trust. Though they narrowly missed their first Annual Picnic due to a
broken-down car, that didn’t stop Stan from serving several terms on the board
when they made the move to Jackson full time, even convincing the board to
hold meetings at the hospital so he could attend. They are immensely proud
of the work the JHLT has done to keep much of the valley in its natural form
and in his time on the board, Stan was particularly focused on stewardship of
the land. Looking forward to the JHLT’s next 40, Stan and Barbara prioritize
community conservation – partnering with other local organizations and
enhancing access for all through continued focus on protecting properties with
public access.

A CONSERVATION TOOL IS FORMED
In 1980, a small group of residents concerned about the future of Jackson Hole’s open space
formed a steering committee. The group met with major landowners in the valley and learned
the ropes of nonprofit incorporation. Later that year, the Jackson Hole Land Trust was formed.
The JHLT received its first easement donation, R Lazy S Ranch, in 1981. In that first 10 years,
conservation success snowballed with notable flagship conservation properties like Fish Creek
Ranch (transferred to the JHLT from The Nature Conservancy), Walton Ranch, and Jenkins Ranch
all following suit. Later in the decade, the JHLT also established a conservation buyer program,
which paved the way for the organization’s continued growth. These properties were protected
by or transferred to the JHLT in the 1980s:
Circle EW Ranch
Circle Shoe Ranch
Fish Creek Ranch*
Flat Creek Ranch

Hardeman Meadows
Jenkins Ranch*
Moose Creek Ranch
Mosquito Creek

Neilson Ranch
Phillip’s Ridge*
R Lazy S
Snake River Ranch

South Park Service Center
Spring Creek Ranch
Three Spear Ranch
Walton Ranch

With Grand Teton National Park to the north and the Snake River to the east,
R Lazy S, the first easement to be recorded by the Jackson Hole Land Trust,
is 349 acres of a photographer’s paradise. In addition to the Stirn Family and
their large herd of horses, the Ranch is also home to elk, moose, bald eagles,
coyotes, foxes, occasionally black and grizzly bears, and the vacationing
families that call the ranch home summer after summer. “We were following
in the footsteps of my grandfather who visited this area in the 30s and 40s
and fell in love with it,” said landowner Kelly Stirn. “We understood his love for
this unique corner of the valley and my father and mother, Howard and Cara,
decided it needed further protection from development.” Though the property
has been stewarded by the Stirn Family since the late 60s, it has a colorful past
of previous ownership, including the late singer Robert Goblet, as Stirn fondly
recalled, who sang songs from his role in Broadway’s Camelot opposite Julie
Andrews while he fished Lake Creek.

DONOR PROFILE
VINCE LEE

Vince Lee was a founding board member and second board chair of the
Jackson Hole Land Trust alongside Jean Hocker, Story Clark, and others. As
an architect, climbing guide, and part-time environmentalist, he says he was
an unwitting soldier in two opposing armies when he first arrived in Jackson
– one group building things and welcoming tourism and one wanting to slow
and control the growth of both. As Vince has spent about half of his life in
the high country, conservation has always been important to him and he
noted, “Conservation easements seemed to me at the time a pretty good
compromise between regulatory land preservation and elective, and so that’s
how I got involved, and I continue to this day to believe that that’s what we
should be doing.” Looking forward to the JHLT’s next 40, he believes that
conserving public access properties is vital, as well as involving the public in the
conservation process.

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
CIRCLE SHOE RANCH

The Circle Shoe Ranch, originally protected by the Rossetter Family through a
conservation easement in 1989, holds incredible value as aquatic and wetland
habitat. In addition to Fish Creek, a portion of a tributary spring creek fed by
Edminston Spring flows through Circle Shoe. This spring creek is incredibly
important for the rearing of juvenile native cutthroat trout so in response to
increasing pressures from nearby development a partnership between Trout
Unlimited, Wyoming Game and Fish, the Snake River Fund, Friends of Fish
Creek, Teton Conservation District, and the JHLT was formed. Unlike other
projects in the Fish Creek drainage that focus on spawning and adult fish
habitat, this partnership improved the important juvenile rearing habitat on the
property by removing impediments to fish passage and improving flows.
*Property contains acreage previously protected and transferred to the JHLT

Hardeman Barns
27 acres
Protected Since 1990
Photo: Mary Gerty

COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN
HARDEMAN BARNS

Garret Hardeman moved to Jackson in 1910 and homesteaded the
Hardeman Ranch, where the family ranched and auctioned cattle until 1990
when it came time for the Hardemans to sell. With the looming possibility
of a 70-unit subdivision, the newly-formed JHLT identified this property
as a conservation priority for the community and paid a non-refundable
$100,000 for an option to buy the Hardemans’ 137 acres including the barns
and meadows. The Jackson Hole Land Trust was relying on the community
to rally and support the cause. The community effort to protect Hardeman
Barns included a Western Carnival where over 1,000 people attended and
raised $38,000 – significantly less than what was needed. In a historic show
of support, JHLT Emeritus Board Member Gil Ordway agreed to purchase
over 100 acres from the JHLT with development restrictions in place. The
barns and nearby pastures remain protected to this day and are still seen as
a representation of the community’s values of generosity, cooperation, and
hope for the future. (Excerpts adapted from a history of Hardeman Barns by
Karen L. Reinhart)

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
WILSON WETLANDS TRAIL

The Wilson Wetlands Trail, two acres protected in 1995, protects crucial
riparian and aquatic habitats right in the heart of Wilson. This public access
property features a boardwalk and interpretive signage highlighting plants,
animals, and ecology of the land. The spring creek that flows through the
property supports diverse plant life from small grasses and sedges to Wood’s
rose, willow, and quaking aspen. This diversity is very important for wildlife
in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. It provides cover and forage for big
game species such as moose, and offers essential summer habitat for many
species of songbirds that migrate from as far away as South America.

DONOR PROFILE
ROBERT STRAWBRIDGE

1990S

EXPANDING OUR IMPACT
In the 1990s, the JHLT more than doubled the number of conservation easements,
becoming a resource for the community in property protection. The JHLT’s first-ever
community campaign raised $1.7 million to save the iconic Hardeman Barns from a 70unit subdivision. Additional conservation efforts began to prioritize community access
and the JHLT acquired open space easements like Flat Creek Corridor, Emily’s Pond, Wilson
Wetlands, and Rock Springs. The JHLT also expanded regionally to include Hatchet Ranch
and Fir Creek in Moran and launched the early days of the Wind River Program with
the addition of Three Spear Ranch near Dubois. These properties were protected by or
transferred to the JHLT in the 1990s:
Bourbon Whiskey Ranch
Broken Arrow Ranch
Bugling Elk Trail Lot 3
Bugling Elk Trail Lot 4
Bugling Elk Trail Lot 5
C-V Ranch
Elk Camp

Emily’s Pond
Fir Creek Ranch
G2V*
Granite Ranch
Hardeman Barns
Hardeman North
Hatchet Ranch

Heck of a Hill
Iron Rock
McCoy Road
Mosquito Creek
NMWA
North Fish Creek
River Meadows

*Property contains acreage previously protected and transferred to the JHLT

Rock Springs
Rocking H
South Park Road
Sparrowe
Spoiled Horse Ranch
State Lands Pilot Project
Wilson Wetlands Trail

Robert Strawbridge arrived in Jackson in 1990 with a passion for preserving
important open spaces and strong ties to conservation efforts across the
country. He had seen firsthand places he loved threatened by development
and had partnered with the Brandywine Conservancy in Pennsylvania. His
conservation ethic is inspired by a favorite quote from Andy Warhol: “I think
having land and not ruining it is the most beautiful art that anybody could
ever want.” Bob served as a JHLT Board Member for eight years from 2010
through 2018, during which he was pivotal in raising funds for the Forever
Our Valley campaign and has since played gracious host to everyone’s
favorite JHLT party in July. Looking forward to the JHLT’s next 40, Bob would
like to see the JHLT continue preserving open space for animals and their
migration routes, pointing out, “Antelope, elk, moose, bear, and cutthroat
trout do not observe park boundaries and need additional open space.”

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
BROKEN ARROW RANCH
Broken Arrow Ranch, 61 acres protected since 1997, was purchased by Randy
Luskey for the City Kids Wilderness Project, a nonprofit founded on the belief
that providing enriching life experiences for DC youth can enhance their
lives, the lives of their families, and the greater community. City Kids spend
each summer at Broken Arrow Ranch, exploring the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem. Guy Trautman, ranch manager who grew up on the ranch and
returned in 2001 reflected, “It’s just a great place to be a kid.” He finds that
this welcoming nature of the ranch provides kids relief from the stressors
of their city lives and allows them to drop their guard. Guy also recognizes
that the conservation of the area provides for the open space and plentiful
wildlife that make the ranch special and welcoming to the campers.

Munger Mountain Pasture
535 acres
Protected Since 2002
Photo: Jansen Gunderson

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
MUNGER MOUNTAIN PASTURE

When a parcel at the foot of Munger Mountain was narrowly spared from
development, the Snake River Ranch families took it as a call to action to
forever protect their property on the northern flank of Munger Mountain
starting in 2002. As the landowners so elegantly detail, “From up on Munger,
you get an expansive view of the Jackson Hole valley below. At its base, the
braids of the Snake River wind their way between riparian forests. Further
north and east are the valley’s familiar buttes, seeming from that vantage
point almost like a herd of bedded down bison tucked in around the town
of Jackson. In the distance, are the iconic peaks of the national park.” The
535-acre protected Munger Mountain Corridor stretches from the foothills
of Munger to the Snake River and offers open ranchland for Snake River
Ranch cattle as well as habitat connectivity for a diversity of native wildlife
species, including an important migratory corridor for elk and crucial habitat
for moose.

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
RING LAKE RANCH

Ring Lake Ranch sits southeast of its namesake, tucked against the hillslope
of the glacially-carved Torrey Valley. Located just southeast of Dubois,
Wyoming, the importance of the valley, including the ranch, is evident from
the first glimpse of the unique Dinwoody-style petroglyphs. This particular
tradition of rock art is found only in the western Wind River Basin and a
small portion of the adjacent Bighorn. Long associated with the Mountain
Shoshone and their predecessors, Dinwoody-style petroglyphs, stone rings,
and lithic remnants scattered throughout Torrey Valley are evidence that
the landscape has been culturally significant for thousands of years. While
much of the area is protected as an archaeological district on the National
Register of Historic Places, the Ring Lake Ranch conservation easement
ensures that the archaeological record on this private parcel will be
stewarded with respect for perpetuity.

2000S

PRESERVING OUR CHARACTER
At the turn of the century, the JHLT launched the Campaign for our Valley to raise $26.5 million
to forever protect the open space, working spirit, and wildlife habitat of defining properties
such as the Hansen Ranch, 4 Lazy F, and Trail Creek Ranch, among others. As landowners began
to feel increased pressure for development, the campaign provided critical funds that kept
working ranches operational and families on their land. The JHLT continued its community
work through the protection of Karns Meadow, a public access space donated by the Karns
Family to the Town of Jackson and placed under easement by the JHLT. In 2000, the JHLT
advised partners on the launch of the Green River Valley Land Trust, which focused on land
protection in Sublette County. These properties were protected by or transferred to the JHLT in
the 2000s:
Bar BC
Bar BC Meadow
Bartec
Branchwater
Bryan Flats
Bugling Elk Trail Lot 2
Dairy Subdivision
Dairy Subdivision
(Healey)
Dairy Subdivision
Beixedon
(Healey)
Duck Bell
Ely Springs
Equestrian Center

Fall Creek Road
Feuz Ranch
Flying Goose Ranch
Four Lazy F Ranch
Four Springs Ranch
Gill Huff Road*
Hansen Ranch*
Hatchet Resort
House-Chilcote
Indian Springs*
John Dodge HOA*
Karns Meadow
Karns Meadow Tract 5
Lone Eagle
Munger Mountain Pasture

Owl
Pacific Creek
Pine Meadow*
Piton
Poker Flats
Porcupine Creek
Queen’s Lane*
Red Rock Ranch
Rim View
Ring Lake Ranch
River Bend Ranch
River Bend Ranch Bondurant
River Rock Ranch
Rocking J Ranch
Serenity Ranch

*Property contains acreage previously protected and transferred to the JHLT

Signal Hill Ranch
Sky Mountain Ranch
Snake River Sporting Club
Teal Trace HOA*
Teton Front
Teton Valley Ranch*
Three Creek Ranch
Trail Creek Ranch
U Lazy U Ranch
Valley Springs Ranch
Watson Draw
Wilson Centennial Ponds
Wilson Easement
Wind River

DONOR PROFILE
KARNS FAMILY

In the mid-1890s, Peter Hansen Karns became one of the earliest
homesteaders in Jackson Hole, laying claim to good pasture and abundant
water in what is now the heart of town. By 2000, most of the ranch had
been subdivided and sold and the remaining 43 acres, now known as Karns
Meadow, could have been developed into as many as 120 single-family
homes. Peter Hansen Karns’ descendants, Diana Brown, Pete Karns, Donna
Martin, and Betty Terrill, felt that the meadow was a treasure and should
be protected as “a natural park for use by people that also protected the
wildlife values there.” Through the family’s incredible generosity in the form
of a bargain sale of the property to the Town of Jackson and funding for an
easement through the JHLT, Karns Meadow remains a lush gem of Jackson
with still-untapped potential to bring joy to the community through the
Karns Family vision of accessible open space. The Karns Family has been a
significant part of the JHLT’s history, supporting the efforts of the JLHT from
the very beginning because they recognized that it was the best way to
protect many of the beautiful parts of Jackson Hole for all to enjoy.

DONOR PROFILE
ANN FRAME BEDDOW

When she moved here from New York City almost thirty years ago, Ann was
instantly taken by the beauty of the wide open spaces. She remembers,
“Before living in this valley, I didn’t know that nature had so many different
shades of green.” As pressure for development in Jackson Hole mounted, it
became important to Ann to help save the land and open spaces she had
come to cherish. An appreciation of the history of this place and respect
for the ranching families forged her interest in conservation. The JHLT’s
leadership in conservation by staff and board members made it the logical
place to invest her time. Ann served on the JHLT’s board twice and was a
critical part of the success of the Forever Our Valley Campaign.

Bar Bar E
873 acres
Protected Since 2007 and
Transferred to the JHLT in 2016
Photo: Arnie Brokling

DONOR PROFILE
JAUBERT FAMILY

Jessica Jaubert and her family are dedicated supporters of the JHLT’s
Community Conservation efforts and give each year to R Park. “Whether
biking, paddle boarding, sledding, attending the Winter Solstice Celebration
or the Kid’s Fishing Day,” said Jessica, “our family connects to nature, each
other and the community through R Park and its events.” In addition to
the importance of places like R Park to her own family, she believes in the
power of open, accessible space to unify our community through shared
experiences in nature. Looking forward to the JHLT’s next 40, Jessica hopes
“the future of conservation will revolve around discussions and engagements
of what the community wants and how achieving those goals will instill a
love of our open spaces, nature and the connections these spaces bring to
our lives.”

2010S

STRONGER TOGETHER
Protecting community space, agricultural heritage, and wildlife habitat continued to
drive the mission of the Land Trust. Forever our Valley— a 5-year $25 million fundraising
campaign – conserved Spring Gulch, Rendezvous “R” Park, East Gros Ventre Butte, and
more. The JHLT further expanded its regional work through the launch of the Green River
Valley Program which began in 2016 when the JHLT absorbed all stewardship and future
protection efforts from former partner, the Green River Valley Land Trust. In 2019, the
JHLT further cemented its commitment to protecting community spaces by mobilizing
over 2,500 community members to contribute more than $7 million dollars to the Save
the Block campaign, a fast, furious, and successful effort to protect the cherished
greenspace and historic character of the Genevieve Block in downtown Jackson. These
properties were protected by or transferred to the JHLT in the 2010s:
3 Bar*
3 Bar – Cabin*
525 West Zenith
67 Home Place Ranch*
B-Hive Ranch
Bar B Bar
Bar Bar E Ranch*
Bar Cross Ranch*
Carney*
Chimney Draw
Crescent H Ranch*
Cross Lazy Two
Ranch*
Double J Ranch*
East Gros Ventre Butte

East Zenith Road
Ellen Creek HOA*
Flat Creek Bend
Flat Creek Corridor
Flying Fish Hook Ranch*
Fremont Shadow Ranch*
Genevieve Block
Green River Ranch*
Hall Basin Unit*
Hoback Rim*
Huidekoper
Killpecker Creek*
Lazy G Ranch
Long Ridge

Muddy Creek*
N’other Mile Ranch*
New Fork Cattle*
New Fork River*
Noble Ranch*
North Beaver Creek*
O Bar Y*
Rimfire Ranch*
River Springs
Ryegrass Ranch*
Seven Mile River
Ranch*
Shooting Star
Silver Creek Ranch*

Skyline Ranch
Sled Runner SW
Snake River Corridor
Ranch*
Soda Lake Unit*
Spring Gulch Meadows
Sundance Mesa
Ranches*
Taylor Creek
Torrey Lake Ranch
Wapiti Junction
Whyel Place*
Willow Lake Pasture
ZZYZX

COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN
RENDEZVOUS PARK

Since 2011, the vision for Rendezvous “R” Park was a collaborative one,
dreamed up by community partners who were committed to seeing a
private commercial gravel pit transformed into a public access park. Thanks
to a $1.7 million grant from the LOR Foundation in 2017, R Park was able to
add permanent amenities for visitors: a welcome plaza, signage, permanent
restrooms, a caretaker, and a small office. R Park, with its meandering trail
system, slow-moving waterways, legendary sledding hills, and abundant
wildlife offers families and community members a safe connection to nature
and recreation. Through ongoing partnership with the JHLT, R Park also
provides local organizations like Coombs Outdoors, JH Art Association, and
many others a place to gather and connect their program participants to the
outdoors. R Park continues to rely on our dedicated community members,
funders, volunteers, and staff to create a thriving community space where
anyone can experience firsthand the vast benefits that spending time in
open space provides.

PROPERTY SPOTLIGHT
BAR BAR E

Bar Bar E is 873 acres protected in a beautiful valley near Cora. “With the
summer heat and thunderstorms, the valley is emerald green and ranchers
are starting to cut hay to feed the livestock (and game animals) through the
long Wyoming winter,” says landowner Madeleine Murdock. A Wyoming
Centennial Ranch, the property was originally homesteaded in 1899 by Nels
Jorgensen. Passed down for three generations, it now belongs to Madeleine
and her son, Scott. Interested in protecting Wyoming ranchlands, Stan was
among the founders of the Green River Valley Land Trust and conserved Bar
Bar E in 2007. “Stan and I decided to place an easement on part of the ranch
to preserve the land for game and livestock, and to honor the history of
those who homesteaded this country.” The easement was transferred to the
JHLT in 2016 with the merger and creation of the JHLT’s Green River Valley
Program and work to protect an additional portion of the ranch is underway.

COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN
CONSERVATION PROGRAMMING

Community Conservation is the inclusive, holistic experiences and programs
that engage people with nature. These projects inspire our community through
interactions out among open spaces and improve the quality of life for all our
neighbors. JHLT’s Community Conservation efforts really took hold with the
acquisition of R Park, then culminated with the Save the Block Campaign. We
emphasize community partnerships and programs that benefit and include
the whole community on open space properties. Community Conservation
programming includes FoundSpace, WyoView, Open Space Adventures, and
many partnerships with local organizations serving the community. Included
within the JHLT’s 2018-2023 strategic plan is a community engagement goal
which prioritizes improving our inclusiveness and identifying and protecting
lands that have special meaning for communities and provide access,
education, and benefit for all community members.

*Property contains acreage previously protected and transferred to the JHLT

WIND RIVER ROOKERY ANNOUNCEMENT

The Wind River Program of the JHLT is thrilled to announce the completion of
a new conservation easement that will forever protect 68.5 acres of working
lands and wildlife habitat for trout, waterfowl, and big game like moose,
mule deer, elk, pronghorn, and bighorn sheep along the Wind River. “We are
pleased to participate in the ongoing conservation protection of important
wildlife habitat along the Wind River,” said the anonymous landowners, who
generously donated a portion of the easement’s value. “The JHLT's plan for
protecting important land complements the other conservation easements
like pieces of a larger puzzle for wildlife moving through the Wind River
Valley."
Photo: David Stubbs

COMMITMENT TO INCLUSIVE
CONSERVATION PROGRAMMING

In 2018 the Jackson Hole Land Trust published a new 5-year strategic plan.
This plan established a written set of values and a focus on community. With
our community engagement goal, we have vowed to expand and diversify
our community engagement and outreach and, in doing so, strengthen our
relevancy, improve our inclusiveness, identify new target audiences, expand
programming, and bring diverse voices together to build broad support
for land conservation. This promise is at the heart of our conversations
about community and how the JHLT can serve everyone who calls this
magical place home. Recent community space projects like Save the Block
and Rendezvous Park, as well as continuing efforts to make public places
like Karns Meadow more accessible are the tangible results of our resolve
to meet this strategic goal. Looking forward, we will continue to focus on
inclusive conservation and we will work to leverage these community spaces
to provide safe and equitable access to nature for all. We believe these
spaces keep us all wild, open, and connected.

SAVE THE BLOCK UPDATE

The greenspace on The Block was protected forever in August 2019 following
a four-month-long fundraising campaign led by the JHLT during which over
2,600 individuals donated more than $7 million to purchase the conservation
easement and underlying fee on the greenspace. Additional contributions
to the Save the Block campaign were designated for funding the design and
creation of a space where the community can safely enjoy a quiet piece
of nature in the heart of bustling downtown Jackson. Once completed,
the 1.2 acres of community greenspace will offer low impact pedestrian
connections, plenty of shade under the community-cherished cottonwood
trees, open common areas to gather and socialize, and functional access
to the local businesses that inhabit the preserved historic buildings on the
Block.

2020

ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND A LOOK AHEAD
When thinking about the next 40 years and the JHLT’s impact,
I think about generational change. Forty years is beyond a full
generational shift and our children, grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren will stand in our footsteps and gaze upon a vastly
different world. However, 40 years is only a blink when thinking
about the lasting impacts of conservation easements and the
protection and stewardship of Northwest Wyoming’s land,
communities, wildlife, and ecosystems. To grow and protect the
values that are the bedrock of our last 40 years we will continue
to create lasting partnerships and strive to be innovative, adaptable, and steadfast
in our commitment to Northwest Wyoming. The next 40 years gives us the continued
opportunity to protect a landscape formed over millenniums, or the last 6,000 years of
a known migration corridor, or the last 125 years of working cattle lands. It allows us
to protect land in perpetuity and create passion between people and the natural world
that they can pass on to our future generations.

LAND PROTECTION PROJECTS IN PROGRESS

Thanks to the incredible support of our donors and partners, of which
we were able to highlight just a small fraction in these pages, we have
accomplished so much in land conservation in our first 40 years. While the
bar is high, we have laid the groundwork for success in the next 40 with a
focus that reaches beyond county borders to landscape-scale conservation.
We will continue to make great strides in protecting and stewarding
working ranchlands, community spaces, and wildlife habitat and migration
corridors in Teton, Sublette, and Fremont counties. To ensure we maximize
our resources for the greatest conservation impact, we will leverage our
strong relationships with funding sources, conservation partnerships, and
a sophisticated framework to identify priority land protection projects. With
three fully-funded projects in the conservation pipeline, we are actively and
successfully working across our entire service area. These projects together
will protect more than 1,300 acres in Northwest Wyoming – an incredible
start to our 41st year.

Shawn Smith will begin his term as board chair on October 1, 2020.
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HELP US PROTECT THE FUTURE
OF NORTHWEST WYOMING
As we celebrate 40 years of protecting open space, working lands, and wildlife
habitat, we are so proud of all that we’ve accomplished through your support.

Will you join us for the next 40? Your gift through Old Bill’s
Fun Run will celebrate this momentous milestone and
propel our conservation efforts in the years to come.

cfjacksonhole.org/old-bills
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