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GRVP Projects In Motion
Funding Secured for Easements in Progress

Dear Friends & Neighbors,
In these unique and everchanging times, the cycle of the
natural world can be grounding
and reassuring. Watching the
landscape green up as the
snow melts, seeing newborn
calves dot the fields, hearing
the birdsongs fill the air, and
witnessing migratory animals
return from their winter ranges
— all these signs of spring serve
as a reminder that even the
coldest, darkest days of winter
eventually pass and make way
for a new season.
Northwest Wyoming
encompasses many amazing
landscapes, and the Jackson
Hole Land Trust (JHLT) has long
been committed to protecting
them. Over its 40-year history,
the JHLT has made many strides
in forwarding conservation
initiatives on private lands,
and in 2016 merged with the
Green River Valley Land Trust
to form the Green River Valley
Program. This move towards
a regional, landscape-driven
approach allows the JHLT to
protect working agricultural
lands that are key to preserving
ranching heritage in tandem
with migration corridors and
wildlife habitats that transcend
county lines. At the same time,
the JHLT is also committed to
recognizing the unique needs
of landowners throughout
Northwest Wyoming, providing
tools to preserve working lands
and historical ranches, and
protecting the open spaces
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Moving further into 2020, the
Green River Valley Program is
working to maintain project
momentum on conservation
easements in Sublette County.
The GRVP is making progress
on three major projects located
near Bondurant, Pinedale, and Big
JHLT

that give this region its unique
character.
Thank you for your support
of our work. Everything that
we do, from establishing new
conservation easements to
monitoring existing properties
and ensuring lasting protection,
would not be possible without
the encouragement and
contributions we receive from
our community. With your
help, we will continue to move
forward in protecting critical
habitats and landscapes by
working together with Sublette
County landowners and
community members.

Piney/Marbleton that will protect
over 2,200 acres of working
ranchland.
So far, the JHLT has secured
more than $2.4 million in
funding for these three projects,
from partner organizations
including the Natural Resource
Conservation Service,
the Wyoming Wildlife
and Natural Resource
Trust, the Wyoming
Governor’s Big Game
License Coalition,
the Knobloch Family
Foundation, the North
American Wetlands
Conservation Act, The
Conservation Fund, and
the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation.
The support from
landowners and partner
organizations has
been critical in making
these projects possible.
When completed, these
easements will protect
working agricultural
lands, critical wildlife
habitat and migration
corridors, and the
character-defining
open spaces of Sublette
County.

Wishing you and your family
health and wellness.
Best,
ARNIE BROKLING

JJ Healy
Double J Ranch, GRVP Advisory
Council & JHLT Board Member

For more information on the easement process and details on
how easements can benefit wildlife and the community, while
also
providing benefits to landowners, email GRVP Advancement
ARNIE
BROKLING
Associate Kathryn Tolley at kathryn@jhlandtrust.org.
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GRVP Projects Completed in 2019
The Green River Valley Program (GRVP) is excited to announce
the completion of two major projects in 2019: the Wapiti Junction
Conservation Easement and the Willow Lake Pasture Conservation
Easement. These easements are the first two projects closed by the GRVP
since the merger of the Green River Valley Land Trust and the Jackson
Hole Land Trust in late 2016. Both projects were made possible by the
generosity of the easement landowners and through the support of
community partners. Each new conservation property contributes to the
protection of the unique open spaces, wildlife habitats, and working lands
of Northwest Wyoming.

GREEN RIVER VALLEY PROGRAM

Willow Lake Pasture Conservation Easement
605 Acres | Held in Perpetuity by the Green River Valley Program of
the JHLT since 2019

JANSEN GUNDERSON

Wapiti Junction Conservation Easement
39 Acres | Held in Perpetuity by the Green River Valley Program of
the JHLT since 2019
The Wapiti Junction Conservation Easement protects two parcels
totaling 39 acres in the Hoback Ranches subdivision, located north
of the Hoback Rim about 4 miles from Bondurant. This easement
was generously donated by Mr. Robert Hover. The property, which
burned in the 2018 Roosevelt Fire, is crucial range for moose and elk,
as well as seasonal habitat for mule deer. The fire reclamation process
will provide opportunities for the JHLT to gather valuable data by
monitoring the vegetative succession.
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605 acres in Sublette County along the Red Desert to Hoback
migration corridor were protected in August through the Willow Lake
Pasture Conservation Easement (Willow Lake) now held by the Green
River Valley Program. The project was accomplished with funding from
the Wyoming Wildlife and Natural Resource Trust, the USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program, and the Wyoming Governor’s Big Game License Coalition. In
addition to this public funding, a large portion of value was generously
donated by the landowner. The now-protected land just five miles
north of Pinedale historically supported ranching operations and
embodies the open space, wildlife habitat, and heritage of the region.
Willow Lake contains 6.3 acres of ephemeral pothole wetlands, which
are oases in the surrounding sagebrush sea that provide nesting,
feeding, and shelter habitat for waterfowl and other birds, as well as
small mammals and migrating big game. All 605 acres of the easement
also fall within the Daniel Greater Sage-Grouse Core Area.
Check out the map that shows the location of all of the GRVP easement
properties, including the two newest additions, on the following pages.
JACKSON HOLE LAND TRUST | JHLANDTRUST.ORG
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Green River Valley Program Map
New and existing conservation easements held by the Green River Valley Program of the JHLT

Bondurant

JANSEN GUNDERSON

Wapiti Junction | 39 Acres

Pinedale

Willow Lake | 605 Acres

Marbleton/
Big Piney

GREEN RIVER VALLEY PROGRAM

Legend
GRVP Conservation
Easements
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Curlews and Cattle
Ranching Supporting Wildlife
As the season warms and grasses
begin to sprout, an unusual,
brown-speckled bird appears in
the pastures of western Wyoming.
Its silhouette is unmistakable: a
football-shaped body, long pointed
wings, a slender neck and small
head, and most notable of all,
a long, thin, downward-curved
bill. This odd-looking creature is
a long-billed curlew (Numenius
americanus). The bird’s genus,
Numenius, means “of the new
moon” in reference to its curved
bill, which is distinct among the
birds found in our state. Although
they weigh just over a pound, their
wings stretch to a span of 24-35
inches in flight, earning them the
title of North America’s largest
shorebird.
These unique animals make their
winter home on coastal mudflats
and beaches of southern California,

TOM KOERNER/USFWS
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Mexico, and even Central America,
but each year they return to
western Wyoming to nest and raise
their chicks. Curlews generally
arrive in Wyoming over the end of
April and beginning of May, as snow
in low-elevation areas has begun
to melt. They prefer open grassland
habitats and can often be found in
irrigated hay meadows, agricultural
fields, pastures, and other working
lands. They use their bills to probe
through mud and soft soil for
insects and aquatic invertebrates
and can even be seen daintily
plucking grasshoppers from leaves.
Curlew ecology is intertwined with
ranchlands in Wyoming, where
the Wyoming Game and Fish
Department (WGFD) has identified
curlews as a Species of Greatest
Conservation Need.
Nesting season begins in late May,
when the male bird makes several

shallow scrapes in the ground
across a potential nesting location.
The female selects one of the
scrapes, and lines the depression
with grasses and other debris.
After laying four brown and greenspeckled eggs, both the female and
male alternate incubating them for
about one month until the small,
downy chicks emerge. They are
protected by both parents for the
first 2-3 weeks of their lives, when
the female leaves the family group.
The diligent male will continue to
defend the chicks from predators
until they fledge, about 40 days
after hatching.
Because curlews make their home
in relatively open areas, camouflage
is a key component of curlew
survival. In fact, the location of the
nest site has proven to be a very
important factor in whether the
eggs successfully hatch. A recent
study published in the Journal of
Wildlife Management found that
curlews had significantly higher
nesting success when the area
around the nest was scattered with

cow pies or small rocks. Although
the reason is still under scientific
investigation, the authors suspect
that the cow pies are camouflaging
the nest location from predators,
particularly those that attack
from the air such as ravens and
magpies. They found that curlews
often nested directly adjacent
to a cow pie, capitalizing on the
concealment it provides.
Curlews have undergone dramatic
range-wide population declines
across the last century, but curlew
counts in Wyoming have remained
somewhat stable in recent years.
The high-quality nesting habitat
that curlews depend on has
been stewarded by generations
of ranchers as they care for their
land. The WGFD has recognized
this important relationship in their
State Wildlife Action Plan, where
they identify the preservation of
agricultural lands using traditional
grazing and irrigation practices
as a high priority in areas used by
nesting curlews.

BAR CROSS RANCH - 5,037 ACRES PROTECTED SINCE 2000
ARNIE BROKLING

Meet the GRVP Advisory Council
Mike Fenn
Mike is an avid outdoorsman who lives
and works in Pinedale. He owns two
ranches outside of Pinedale, one of
which was conserved through The Nature
Conservancy with help from the Green
River Valley Land Trust. He is also a board
member of the Jackson Hole Land Trust.

JHLT

TERRY ALLEN

Sonja Rife
Sonja is originally from the DC area,
and studied biology in college. She and
her husband Jason bring their science
backgrounds to the operation of the
Rafter RR Ranch, using managed grazing
techniques to improve soil health and
raise delicious beef. She is thrilled to make
Sublette County her home.

JIM ROSCOE

Jim Roscoe
Jim represents District 22 in the Wyoming
House of Representatives and serves
on Wyoming’s Select Natural Resource
Funding Committee, which directs
funding for large conservation projects in
Wyoming. Jim also runs the Roscoe Co.
construction company. He is the owner of
the Muddy Creek Ranch in the Big Sandy
area and also owns property in Wilson.

Brian Gray
Brian is a Pinedale resident. He is
the Pinedale operation manager and
senior project manager for Jorgensen
Engineering.
BRIAN GRAY

Event Update
JJ Healy
JJ founded Healy Capital and is a veteran
of the technology industry with more than
20 years of experience with companies
including EMC Corporation, CS First
Boston, and Yahoo! Inc. He owns the
Double J Ranch in Daniel, Wyoming, and
he is also a board member of the Jackson
Hole Land Trust.

JHLT
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Normally, the GRVP would share
save-the-date information for
our summer events. However,
in these unusual times, we are
following local and national
health guidelines to better
understand when we may be
able to safely host or participate
in large gatherings. Events will be
postponed until further notice
as we heed health department

guidance and stay cautious for
the health of our community.
Keep an eye out for mailed
invitations, emails, and social
media posts with more info on
this year’s event schedule once
we know more. We look forward
to seeing you all in person and
catching up when this big,
strange storm has blown over.
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Find us on Facebook!
Facebook.com/GreenRiverValleyProgram
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