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Dear Friends &
Neighbors

GRVP Projects In Motion
In the 2018 fiscal year, the Green
River Valley Program secured
$1,085,000 in critical public
funding. This will help propel
several projects in the Green
River Valley Program forward,
providing resources to protect
over 1,625 acres across three
properties in Sublette County. All
three are portions of active grazing
operations, and exemplify the
contribution of ranchlands to highquality wildlife habitat in the area.

Northwest Wyoming is a special
place. From its storied past to
the potential in its future, from
the snowy peaks to the green
of the willow bottoms, from the
bright days of summer to the
gray days of winter. Sublette
County and the surrounding
region have a special appeal that
keeps people tied to the area,
and that draws in visitors and
new residents alike.
The aim of the Green River
Valley Program of the Jackson
Hole Land Trust is to help
protect some of what makes
Sublette County so special—the
open spaces, working lands, and
wildlife habitats that distinguish
the Northwest Wyoming
landscape. The Jackson
Hole Land Trust’s mission
is “to protect and steward
the treasured landscapes of
Northwest Wyoming”, and the
Green River Valley Program’s
work in Sublette County is
focused on doing just that.
It’s exciting to see progress
happening here in Sublette
County, as the Green River
Valley Program closes its first
new easement projects since
the program became a part of
the Jackson Hole Land Trust.
These projects take years of
work and are often a long,
complicated process, so we are
glad to see this work coming to
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fruition. The Land Trust
looks forward to continuing
this momentum and working
to complete many more new
projects in Sublette County.
We appreciate your support of
our work as we seek to protect
the landscapes and heritage of
this amazing place—for now, for
the next generation, and for the
many generations to come. Your
commitment to conservation
makes our work possible.

Two future conservation properties,
totaling 1,345 acres, lie to the north
of Pinedale in the sage-covered
foothills of the Wind River Range.
Both parcels fall completely within
the Daniel Sage-Grouse Core Area,
and protect approximately 2.4
miles of key migration corridors
for moose, pronghorn, and mule
deer. A third, 280-acre property, is
located just outside of Bondurant,
and includes nearly 60 acres of lush
wetlands and riparian areas. This
property preserves crucial stopover

habitat along the Red Desert to
Hoback migration corridor, the
longest mule deer migration in the
world. One of the properties is a
Centennial Ranch that participates
in the Green River Drift.
All three properties indirectly affect
significant acreage by safeguarding
seasonal and transition habitat for
big game and other species that
spend part of each year on adjacent
public and protected private lands.
We are proud to protect agricultural
heritage and historic working
lands through our work in Sublette
County and Northwest Wyoming.
The projects have been awarded
funding through the Wyoming
Wildlife and Natural Resources
Trust, Wyoming Governor’s Big
Game License Coalition, the NRCS
Agricultural Conservation Easement
Program, and the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation.

We hope you enjoy the articles
we’ve put together for this
newsletter, and we hope to see
you at some of our upcoming
events.
Best,
Mike Fenn
GRVP Advisory Council & JHLT
Board Member
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Migration Corridors Connect Our
Wyoming Landscape
Animals such as mule deer, pronghorn,
moose, elk, and bighorn sheep are
a frequent sight across western
Wyoming. Sharp-eyed residents of
our state who hunt, work the land,
and recreate across it have known
for years where and when big game
animals can be found. However,
connecting the dots to understand
the movement paths between those
sightings can present a challenge,
especially in the rugged country of
the Greater Yellowstone region.
In recent years, researchers with
the University of Wyoming and
Wyoming Game and Fish Department
(WGFD) have started the ambitious
undertaking of mapping the routes
our wildlife use to move across the
landscape. Through the use of GPS
collars, researchers can paint a clear
picture of how an animal travels,
chasing green vegetation between
low-elevation wintering grounds and

higher elevation summer habitat.
As the amount of information
available to biologists has increased
exponentially over the last decade, it
has become evident that Wyoming’s
big game migrations are truly
something special. In fact, these
seasonal movements are some of
the most impressive in the world,
rivaled only by migrations of zebras
and wildebeest in the African
Serengeti and caribou in the Arctic.
The knowledge of these routes is
passed between animals, as mothers
show their offspring the correct
route between winter and summer
habitats. Once a migration corridor
has been disrupted, it can take many
generations to reestablish, and in
some cases, may be permanently
lost. The fact that these ancient
travel routes persist in our presentday landscape is a testament to the
people of Wyoming and our desire

to preserve and protect open spaces.
However, the population of the
west is growing rapidly, and with
that population growth comes the
increasing challenge of balancing
land management, conservation, and
development.
In response to this changing situation,
former Secretary of the Interior Ryan
Zinke signed Secretarial Order (SO)
3362: Improving Habitat Quality in
Western Big-Game Winter Range
and Migration Corridors in 2018.
This outlined a framework for state
and federal agencies to identify and
evaluate big game migration corridors
and crucial habitat across the west.
WGFD biologists jumped to work,
and three official corridor maps were
released in 2018 for the Baggs, Platte
Valley, and Sublette mule deer herds.
The Sublette mule deer corridor
includes the renowned 150-mile Red
Desert to Hoback migration route,

which traces a narrow pathway
between Rock Springs and the
Hoback area along the southern
foothills of the Wind River Range.
In many cases, the new corridor
designations reinforce what
landowners and land managers have
seen on the ground, year after year.
Mule deer spend most of their time
during migration in “stopover” areas,
where they can rest before making a
long distance push to the next patch
of high-quality habitat. Oftentimes,
these stopovers are located on private
lands where animals find green forage
and water that is harder to come
by on more arid public lands. These
resources have been preserved thanks
to the careful stewardship of forwardthinking landowners, and their efforts
will ensure the persistence of our big
game migrations for many years to
come.

SAVE THE DATE:
Green River Valley Program Community Picnic
Saturday, June 29, 2019 | Fenn Ranch | 4-7:30 PM
Join us in celebrating the protected open spaces and working lands of
Sublette County at the Green River Valley Program’s 2019 Community
Picnic. This year’s family-friendly event will take place at the Fenn
Ranch just outside Pinedale.
Enjoy beautiful mountain views, music from Jess Camilla O’Neal and
the Neversweat Players, and delicious food from Pitchfork Fondue.
Ticket cost: $25 Adults; children 12 and under free. Casual dress.
Reserve your ticket by June 21st: call our office at 307-367-7007, email
kathryn@jhlandtrust.org or purchase online at jhlandtrust.org/events.
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See pages 4-5 for
corresponding
details on the
work being done
to protect this
critical habitat and
historic migration
route.

This map shows
the Mule Deer
Migration Corridor
and Stopover
Areas in Sublette
County, as well
as the locations
of existing
conservation
easements held
by the Green River
Valley Program of
the Jackson Hole
Land Trust.

Landowner Spotlight: the Rife Family
Owners of Killpecker Creek Cattle Company
Ranching is an important part of
Wyoming’s economy, tradition,
and landscape, producing food
while also preserving important
habitats for wildlife. The Rife Family
of Daniel, Wyoming is working to
continue this great tradition.
The Rifes - Jason, Sonja, and their
children Margaret and Max - came
to Wyoming in 2013 seeking wide
open spaces and land where they
could start a ranch. After searching
throughout the state, they settled
on a property near Daniel, WY,
establishing the Rafter Double
R Ranch and their grass finished
beef business, the Killpecker Creek
Cattle Company. The Rife family
founded their beef business out

of a desire to provide people with
healthy, sustainable food, using
practices that support the wellbeing of the land.
“We’ve gone from saying ‘we raise
beef,’ to saying ‘we raise grass,’
to saying ‘we raise a healthy soil
biome,’” says Sonja Rife, speaking
to how they have worked to refine
the variety of cover plants they
grow. The ranch is grazed on a
rotational basis using principles of
holistic management, a technique
that seeks to improve soil quality
through strategic grazing. During
the summer, cattle are shifted
to new pasture daily through
use of movable electric fencing,
intensively grazing a small area

before being moved on to new
grass.

Advisory Council

The Rifes raise Belted Galloway
cattle, a primitive breed that they say
finishes well on grass and is wellsuited for high altitudes and long
winters. In addition to supporting
their livestock, the ranch’s
practices also create a supportive
environment for wildlife, such as
the raptors that roost on the nearby
cliffs and migrating shorebirds that
visit to forage in marshy areas of the
ranch.
“We are privileged to be able to live
here, in one of the most beautiful
places on the planet,” says Sonja,
and we have to admit that we agree.

Our local advisory council
members are integral in
bringing to light the unique
conservation needs, concerns,
and opportunities present in the
Green River Valley through their
personal knowledge and outreach
to community members.
We are grateful to Brian Gray,
Sonja Rife, Jim Roscoe, Mike
Fenn and JJ Healy for giving
their time and attention to this
important role. Mike and JJ also
serve on the Jackson Hole Land
Trust board, providing a direct
conduit to the larger group and
sharing local insights at regular
and committee meetings.
If you have questions, comments
or suggestions about our
program, please feel free to
reach out to any of these valued
volunteers, or stop in and see us
at 7 West Pine.
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Highlighting Conservation Through Art
The Jackson Hole Land Trust’s
WyoView Project celebrates the
protection and conservation of the
region’s landscape through art. The
project, formerly known as View22,
pairs local artists with JHLT protected
properties on which to create placebased art. WyoView provides both

artists and the viewing public with
a way to connect to conserved
properties, and creates an outlet for
a better understanding of the JHLT’s
work. The project concludes with a
fundraising art show where 30% of
proceeds benefit the JHLT’s programs
and projects.

“The colors are at their peak. Today
is the first rain we’ve had in nearly a
month. The foliage surrounding the
ponds is revealing the warmest hues
of the year: oranges and yellows
primarily, but also russets and deep as
well as vibrant reds. I think it is the red
that seems so out of place in this high
Wyoming landscape.

The sounds of civilization are absent
from this place today. Our solitude
is suddenly stirred by the nearby call
of moose and the crashing of brush.
Their rutting behaviors keep us wary
and alert. A cow moose chases a
less dominant cow toward us. She
crashes into the swampy willows of
the pond to evade the charge. A lone
mallard hen takes flight from the pond
as the moose activity has disrupted
her afternoon rest… The density and
diversity of life at this property is
stunning.”

We intrude on half a dozen sage
grouse as they feed through the
understory near the aspen forest
margins. One stands watchful. The
other grouse begin to move into more
brushy cover. The air is heavy and still
with moisture.

Coming Soon: Homesteading and Ranching
in the Upper Green River Valley
Coming soon from authors Ann
Chambers Noble and Jonita Sommers,
Homesteading and Ranching in the
Upper Green River Valley tells the
stories of homesteaders who sought
opportunities for a better life in the
Upper Green River Valley.
Through hard work, determination,
luck, and the support of the
communities they created, some
homesteaders successfully established
ranches—a number of which operate
to this day. These successful ranches
now help to preserve the open spaces
that make the Upper Green River Valley
special, creating and protecting wildlife
habitat and helping to safeguard critical

migration corridors through working
cattle ranches.
Part of the book’s proceeds will
support the Green River Valley
Program. We are proud to work
together with local landowners and
ranchers to support the conservation
of working lands, open spaces, and
wildlife habitats in the Upper Green
River Valley.
The GRVP would like to thank Ann,
Jonita, Steffan Freeman, Laguna
Wilderness Press editor and cofounder Ron Chilcote, and many other
supporters for all of the hard work that
has gone into this project.

-Richard Burke, on a fall visit to
Mountain Springs Ranch

RICHARD BURKE, REFLECTED ORANGE
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Join us for these upcoming events:
6/29: GRVP Community Picnic, Fenn Ranch
8/11: JHLT Annual Picnic, Snake River Ranch
9/12: Sublette County Chamber Mixer, GRVP Office

Follow us on Facebook for local news and last minute events!
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