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The last few years have brought
some of the most significant growth
in the history of the organization,
with the adoption of a new strategic
plan pulling everything together, as
highlighted in the following pages of
this newsletter. We have grown in size,
adding 4 staff, completed the third and
final phase of East Gros Ventre Butte,
totaling 313 acres, launched a new
website, purchased a new permanent
office and employee housing unit, and
celebrated the anniversaries of two
of our newest programs, Rendezvous
“R” Park (1 year) and the Green River
Valley Program (2 years).
Our 5-year strategic plan allows us to
move swiftly and intentionally into the
future while feeling secure in knowing
Laurie Andrews
that we are guided and grounded
PRESIDENT
by a new plan to serve us for the
foreseeable future. We’ve revisited our mission and vision
to represent our priorities, established a set of core values
to guide our work every day, and have found new ways to
engage our local communities while continuing to broaden
our reach.
Photo by Flo McCall

Our new vision is a legacy of protected open spaces,
wildlife habitat, working lands, and community spaces
across Northwest Wyoming for current and future
generations. Our new mission is to protect and steward the
treasured landscapes of Northwest Wyoming.
This issue of Open Lands is a direct reflection of our 20182023 strategic plan, with each page focusing on a branch
of our new roadmap for the future. While we remain
rooted in land protection and stewardship, we have
branched out to encompass much more.
Our dynamic and productive work is reflected in the
pages of this newsletter – from an interview with
renowned wildlife photographer and researcher Joe Riis,
to a study of the ecological benefits of connected private
landscapes, to a recap of one of our most exciting new
community programs – our work is as vibrant as ever. The
Land Trust stands firmly behind the need for open spaces in
Northwest Wyoming, and recognizes that both our historic
working family ranches and our beloved wildlife species
depend on connected lands for survival.
With the guidance of our community in tandem with
strategic conservation planning, we look forward to
seeing future protection projects emerge from the
ground up and watching them grow in astounding ways.
We encourage you to savor every moment of this season,
and hope you will join us in celebration of the incredible
milestones we’ve reached together.
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Strategic Planning
Jackson Hole lies at the heart of the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem in Northwest Wyoming – a region that includes
Yellowstone National Park, Grand Teton National Park, the
Snake River and millions of acres of public and private land.
Northwest Wyoming is a region of unparalleled scenic
beauty, significant ecological richness and diversity, and
abundant wildlife, where herds of elk, deer, pronghorn,
and moose still migrate along ancient routes (see maps
on pages 6-9) and trout still spawn in clean flowing rivers
and streams. It is also a region with a strong and deep
western heritage where generations of families work and
steward the land and embrace ranching as a way of life. It is
a landscape unique to itself. The Jackson Hole Land Trust
envisions a future where these values still exist – where
wildlife roam, fish spawn, people ranch, and communities
thrive. This is why we are committed to conserving this
landscape: to ensure that future generations inherit the
precious gifts that we enjoy today.
With this 2018 -2023 Strategic Plan, the Jackson Hole Land
Trust is embarking on a new era of conservation through
the intentional and strategic broadening of our work.
Specifically, we are committed to a new and expanded
role across the region and within our communities – to
protecting land across Northwest Wyoming and engaging
with the community broadly to ensure diverse voices are
connected to the land and to the work of the organization.
For over 38 years, the Jackson Hole Land Trust has been
conserving open spaces, wildlife habitat and working
ranches. We have been enormously successful, protecting
and stewarding over 55,000 acres of private land in
Jackson Hole and surrounding communities, and playing
a significant role in preserving one of nature’s most
extraordinary places. We celebrate these accomplishments
and the generosity of landowners and donors who made
this possible. Looking forward, we recognize Jackson Hole

is part of Northwest Wyoming and the Greater Yellowstone
region, and we can, and must, do more to protect
this
Photo by
David Stubbs
treasured landscape that reaches much further than our
county boundaries. Growth, development and other
pressures pose a challenge to the wildlife populations,
western heritage, community vitality and natural beauty of
Northwest Wyoming. Time matters if we are to conserve
the very values that make this region such a special place.
We will continue to make land protection in Teton
County a priority, but with this plan, we embrace a strong
commitment to Northwest Wyoming to partnering
with landowners, community leaders, public agencies,
nonprofits, and others to conserve the open spaces,
working ranches, wildlife habitats and community places
for the benefit of all who live and work in or visit this
region.
With this plan, we also embrace another important
commitment to engage diverse audiences and
explore new and different strategies to connect the
community, broadly, with the land and to the work of
the organization. We seek to strengthen our relevancy,
improve our inclusiveness and in doing so build much
broader base of support for land conservation. We will
actively protect lands that have significant meaning for
people and communities as well as pivotal to wildlife
health. These efforts are not new for us but are imperative
to the long-term sustainability of the organization, the
permanence of our land protection efforts, and to the
vitality of the communities we serve.
We face this new era of conservation with determination,
resolve and excitement. We know challenges exist and
our goals are ambitious, but we are driven by our desire
to conserve a landscape for all who live here now and to
pass along to future generations a place that is truly like
no other.
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migrations and these wild places. This
is how I learn about these animals.
It’s amazing to think about what is
happening in the backcountry when
we aren’t there. I want to show a
new view of these animals, to help
people connect to them, and help
myself connect with them. I want to
make photographs that have soul and
character.
[The wildlife] essentially took their own
photos, sharing with me the secrets of
their migration. In seeing their ancient
migration, I began to see them as
leftovers from a past world. They’ve
seen the world change around them
over thousands and thousands of years.
Photographing the migration gave me
new appreciation for their tenacity and
vulnerability, and for the incredible
way they can link a southern desert to
northern mountains, stitching together distant pieces of
the landscape and complicating our ideas of ecosystems.

Photo by Kim Fadiman

Migration and Wildness:
An Interview with Joe Riis
With the scope of the Jackson Hole Land
Trust’s conservation work expanding to
encompass a more regional approach,
we have been able to prioritize the
preservation of important migration
routes on a larger scale into our work.

JHLT: The human community is obviously part of the
solution and the problem, and you’ve recognized that in
your research and through your writing. How do you think
private and public land conservation plays into this?

Two historic and critical migration paths – the Path of
the Pronghorn and the Red Desert to Hoback Mule Deer
migration – run between our conservation properties in
Sublette County through JHLT-protected private lands
in Teton County and into Grand Teton and Yellowstone
National Parks. Joe Riis, a wildlife biologist turned wildlife
photojournalist and filmmaker, recently released a
photography book, Greater Yellowstone Migrations, that
explores the history and use of these migration routes that
run across the very landscapes we work hard to protect.

JR: Migration is fundamental to many wild animals. It
is the process of moving with the seasons to eat and
reproduce. Without migration, abundance declines and
wildness disappears. In the past hundred years, our human
population has gone from less than two billion to more
than seven billion people. We dominate the landscape and
do whatever we please. The human species is an incredible
success story. But other life on the planet suffers the
consequences.

The Land Trust had the opportunity to chat with Joe Riis
about his work as a wildlife photographer, conservation
supporter, and advocate of keeping the West wild. His
research and photography has reached critical acclaim
throughout the literary world, specifically for Joe’s
groundbreaking images and examination of the path of the
natural world. Joe was generous enough to answer a few
questions for us and provided some great insight into what
his life is like working so close to the animals we care so
deeply about.

Here you can just see the mixed land
ownership of public, some private lands
and this challenges our idea of a connected
landscape. The reality is that we still
have the abundance, we still have these
migrations. They cross over 100 fences
one way. These migratory ungulates
challenge us to work together. Not one
single governmental agency, or nonprofit
organization, or landowner can conserve
their migrations alone.

JHLT: You talk about showing the world through an
animal’s perspective. What particular elements do you want
the public to see? What of their world resonates most with
you?

These migrations are sustainable if we
start to design our developments and our
landscapes with these migrations in mind.

Joe Riis: The perspective I want is to feel like you’re
sitting next to the migration trail. Almost like you’re in the
migration. My goal is for the viewer to see and feel the
landscape, its habitat, and its home, because this is what it
needs to survive.

4

I have come to see that the migrations I photograph are not
only inspiring, and a powerful connection to the past, but
are all together—elk, deer, pronghorn—the engine of the
landscape I have come to care so much about.

The camera allows a window into discoveries about these

As the science, the pictures, and the broader
story percolated through the region and
state, conservation and land management
groups rallied to protect the migration.
The National Park Service reached out to
other agencies along the corridor seeking
ways to keep it open. The Forest Service
designated the first “National Migration

Corridor,” protecting a forty-mile swath of the corridor
on the Bridger-Teton National Forest. The Bureau of Land
Management designated an Area of Critical Environmental
Concern at Trappers Point, ensuring that the gas drilling
so pervasive in nearby areas would never impede that
bottleneck. The Jackson Hole Conservation Alliance took
volunteer groups into the migration corridor to dismantle
and carry away old, unnecessary fences. The Conservation
Fund and a rancher put a critical piece of private land
under a permanent easement to ensure that rural
subdivisions would never block the migration there. The
Green River Valley Land Trust retrofitted hundreds of miles
of fence to make the journey easier for pronghorn.

really focused on. Whereas any of the other assignments
I’ve done in South America or central Africa or central Asia,
they are snapshots, a one-month-long trip or so. How do
they compare? From what I’ve found, they don’t compare.
In the Greater Yellowstone we have this functioning
system of abundant wildlife like I have not found
elsewhere.

And finally, the Wyoming Department of Transportation
funded six wildlife underpasses and two overpasses
designed especially for migrating pronghorn. One of
those, at the Trappers Point bottleneck, meant that as of
2012 the animals no longer have to find their way through
fences and traffic on Highway 191. Instead, without
breaking pace, the migrating pronghorn flow over a big,
wide, grass-covered bridge as vehicles speed by beneath.

JR: It is absolutely crucial that we view our ranching
community as land stewards, because without them, large
tracts of open space will become developed and critical
wildlife habitat will be lost forever. I have come to care
deeply about these people who make a living off the
land—their lifestyle, their traditions, and their knowledge
of wildlife movements.

JHLT: Your projects have taken you through some very
remote places in the GYE. How did you find inspiration
in these places on long days after unsuccessful outings,
and what helped you most to cue into the ungulate world
around you?
JR: I found a moment of perfection, frames that tell this
migration story in ways words never could. And the reality
is that there is stuff happening all the time. I believe these
animals’ annual journeys are what maintain the true
wildness of this place.
Through this process, I have “seen” the arduous and aweinspiring journeys that the pronghorn, mule deer, and
elk make every year. My hope is that you are inspired to
keep our landscape connected and human communities
strong, so that future generations will live in a world as rich
as ours is today.
Of the past 10 years as a full-time photographer, I’ve spent
most of that time in western Wyoming. This is the one
theme that I have

JHLT: You write, “More often than not, conservation
happens because local people see the need to protect
their heritage and livelihood.” How do you think tourism
plays a role in conservation in the GYE? What about
Working Lands?

More often than not, conservation happens because
local people see the need to protect their heritage and
livelihood.
In my time working with all the different groups of
people - conservation organizations, sportsmen,
ranchers, outfitters, and the people who live in these
communities — the goals are deeply similar. We want to
keep the land connected, the migrations happening, and
the public lands need to stay public.
People talk about helping the migrations. The migrations
don’t need help. The elk and pronghorn and deer are
going to do their annual migrations if they can. Really,
what it comes down to is: Are we going to allow them to
do their migration? And I think we will, but it will take some
serious collaboration. I think if we focus on our similarities,
we will realize that a lot of us have the same wildlife values
and we want to share the landscape with these animals
and this wild planet.

The pictures
that I’m making
are for myself,
they’re to help me
understand these
migrations, but
more importantly,
how I want to
live. A wild mind
sounds pretty
good to me.
- Joe Riis
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Habitats & Species: The Importance of Private Lands | By Erica Hansen

KEY TAKEAWAYS
• Private lands constitute a relatively small
percentage of the Greater Yellowstone
Ecosystem, (GYE) but play an outsized role in
the health of the region’s ecosystem.

The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem (GYE) is one of the largest intact ecosystems on
the planet. Although Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks form its central
core, the GYE extends far beyond park boundaries, traversing watersheds, migration
corridors, and mountain ranges to encompass millions of acres, including many private
parcels- in northwestern Wyoming, southwestern Montana, and eastern Idaho.
Like a living thing, the GYE has a pulse of sorts, one that varies with seasonal changes in temperature
and moisture and their effects on snowpack and stream flow. The region’s wildlife species have finely tuned
behaviors that are synchronized with variations in their surroundings. When snows recede in the spring, animals
such as mule deer migrate from low-elevation wintering grounds in the sagebrush steppe to higher-elevation areas
where nutritious vegetation persists into the late summer. As these food sources diminish in the fall, deer move
back down in elevation again to wait out the winter in areas where they can scrape through the shallow snowpack
for food.
Similarly, greater sage-grouse perform
their iconic breeding displays across
sagebrush country in the dawn hours of
early spring, and then seek moist lowlying habitats with abundant grasses,
flowers, and insects to raise healthy
chicks. As the chicks grow, they move to
windy hillsides where sagebrush remains
accessible above the snow throughout
the winter. This is a food source few
animals can stomach, but sage-grouse
are so well suited to their environment
that they actually gain weight on a diet
of pure sagebrush during the winter
months.
Less obvious but equally true, across the
GYE humans also depend on landscape
connections. In particular, the highelevation snowpack of the northern
Rocky Mountains acts as a reservoir for
frozen water that is slowly released into
streams and rivers as temperatures warm.
This, in turn, helps communities maintain
access to water through dry times of the
year when rainfall is scarce.

• As growth pressures increase in the GYE, so
too will the conservation-related importance
of the region’s private lands.
Photo by Jansen Gunder-

by federal, state, and tribal entities, but in
between lies a network of private parcels
owned and managed by individual community
members. Although the acreage of private
lands in the GYE seems small when compared
to federal holdings (just 3% of land in Teton
County is held by private landowners),
these properties share characteristics that
make them essential to the function of the
ecosystem as a whole regardless of their size.

Suggested Next Steps
• Initiate landscape-scale planning efforts to identify
areas of crucial ecological importance
• Educate the public about available tools for
conservation on private lands such as conservation
easements and funding sources
• Engage stakeholders to provide support for landowners

Private lands in the GYE have a complex history
facing on-the-ground stewardship challenges
that is intertwined with the expansion of the
United States into western North America. As
settlers moved westward in the early 1800s, they
built new lives in places that provided good sites
for homesteads and agriculture. Because only
some parts of the new western territory were
suitable for building homes and growing crops, much of the higher, drier land remained in federal hands while lower
elevation areas closer to water were transferred into private holdings. This formed the mosaic of land ownership we now
see, with concentrations of private properties along river banks and across fertile valley bottoms.
Photo by Jansen Gunderson

These ecological ebbs and flows are
stitched into the fabric of western
Wyoming’s heritage, and have been
present since long before jurisdictional
and land management boundaries
were drawn on the first maps of the
area. Historically, conservation actions
have focused on formally designating
large tracts of land as parks, wilderness
areas, or preserves. These lands play a
key role in conservation success, but
wildlife movements, plant communities,
and watersheds do not stop at property
lines. Instead, they are parts of processes
operating on a much larger scale.

The lush river corridors that first attracted settlers are often referred to as riparian zones. These areas are
exceptionally important in Wyoming because, although they make up less than 1.2% of the state’s land area,
river corridors provide year-round or seasonal habitat for over 90% of our wildlife species, including 49 of
Wyoming’s Species of Greatest Conservation Need. For example, many bird species rely on the vegetation structure
offered by riparian habitat, a mixture of abundant groundcover, low-lying shrubs, and taller trees that provides
a layered, resource-rich environment to nest, forage, and raise young. Such a combination of qualities is less
common in the higher altitude forests and arid sagebrush hills found on much of the public land in the GYE.
River corridors continue to attract human communities as well. According to a recent report, 69% of all riparian
habitat in Wyoming is moderately to highly vulnerable to development. Although the scenic value of these lush
“emerald islands” is unparalleled and makes for popular home sites, preserving open, undeveloped space is
imperative because wildlife populations need high-quality seasonal habitats and travel routes between
them in order to thrive. Many species use river corridors to travel across the landscape, moving from one patch
of seasonal habitat to another. Altering large sections of sheltered riparian zones with buildings or barren surfaces
such as pavement can make areas so inhospitable for wildlife that they act as roadblocks across these “highways”
of wildlife movement, effectively cutting off one part of the landscape from another and disrupting habitual
movement patterns of wildlife populations.

A map of land ownership in Northwest
Wyoming today resembles a patchwork
quilt. Large swaths of land are managed
Photo by David Stubbs
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• This is because the region’s private lands are
concentrated in the riparian areas crucial to
ecosystem health

Private lands in the GYE also directly influence both the quality and quantity of water, the lifeblood of the
arid west. Wet meadows on working ranches absorb spring runoff like a sponge and release that water slowly,
resulting in grasses remaining green much later in the summer than on surrounding hillsides. For centuries, this
extended “green up” period has benefited a variety of wildlife species adapted to take advantage of it; more recently
it has benefited ranchers who use adaptive management and informed grazing practices to raise their cattle.
continued on next page
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Board Member Update
Riparian lands provide numerous ecological benefits which have far-reaching effects across the GYE. The
soil and vegetation that lie between rivers and upland slopes act as buffers that filter pollutants and sediment
from runoff water before it reaches streams and rivers. The sedges, grasses, and willows that line streambanks
shade the water, decreasing water temperatures and creating better habitat for fish and other aquatic species.
These plants provide structure for streambanks, which slows erosion, keeps water clearer, and maintains water
channels, which in turn can help protect homes and businesses in low-lying areas from flooding and property
loss due to excessive bank scour.
None of the considerable environmental benefits provided by private lands would persist today if it weren’t
for the conservation-minded people who own those lands. Property owners know their land intimately, and
offer on-the-ground knowledge of wildlife presence, plant communities, the history of the land, and how it is
changing. Such detailed information is invaluable, for it not only helps inform assessments of landscape trends
across both space and time, but allows for the prioritization of targeted, strategic conservation actions when
appropriate. In an era when conservation is becoming both more difficult and more important, preserving
intact wildlife habitat and open space on private lands offers a
crucial complement to the stewardship efforts taken by federal, state,
and local governments.
The relationship between humans and the land has played an
integral role in the development of the west as we know it, and
will continue to shape the region’s contours well into the future.
Combining the preservation of working farms and ranches with efforts
to strategically conserve crucial wildlife habitat and open space on
private properties offers significant opportunities for those interested in
community-driven, adaptive, and effective management of the region’s
ecosystems. While there may not be much private land in the GYE,
through thoughtful conservation efforts every landowner in the
region can make an outsized contribution to helping ensure our
waters stay clean, our wildlife can move freely, we can continue to
produce food locally, and the community character of our region is
preserved for future generations.

Photo by Arnie Brokling

– Erica Hansen, JHLT Staff Biologist and Land Steward. Erica holds an
M.S. in Wildlife Biology from Utah State University, and can be reached
at erica@jhlandtrust.org. This article appeared in the 2018 edition of
Mosaic, a publication by the Charture Institute.

Thank you to Tania Evans and Anna Sullivan, who successfully served the Jackson Hole
Land Trust for two terms. We are grateful for Tania and Anna’s support of the mission
and vision of the Land Trust over the past six years.
New Board Leadership
The start of the 2019 Fiscal Year at the Jackson Hole Land Trust is paired with new Board leadership. Having served
on the Land Trust board since 2011, Jason Snider will now fill Pete Lawton’s space as Chair of the Board.
The Jackson Hole Land Trust would like to welcome the following three board members: Cody Lockhart, Michael
Schrotz, and Jan Davis, all of whom officially joined the Board on October 1, 2018.

Cody Lockhart

Michael Schrotz

Jan Davis

Cody is a lifelong resident of
Jackson. Cody takes every
opportunity to venture into the
mountains surrounding Jackson
Hole with his wife Shauna, daughter
Amelia, and son, Callahan.

A graduate of the University of
Wisconsin, Michael has 38 years of
federal service experience with the
Forest Service. He has worked as
a Landscape Architect in northern
Minnesota, in Vermont as District
Ranger, and the Bridger-Teton
National Forest in Wyoming as
Ecology Resource Group Leader.
Upon retirement, he served as
Planning and Lands Staff Officer,
preparing for Forest Plan revision.

New York City native and California
resident Jan Phillips Davis first
started visiting Jackson Hole in
her college days in the 1980’s. Jan
holds a BA from Brown University,
an MBA from Columbia University,
and is an Outward Bound
graduate.

Professionally Cody is a Director of
Wind River Capital Management.
Wind River Capital Management
helps families and institutions
with their unique financial needs,
specializing in asset management.
His team’s ability to handle all types
of complex and unique financial
matters for their clients from an
office in Wyoming is something
Cody takes great pride in.
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Photo by Arnie Brokling

Cody’s time away from the office
is spent helping his family run their
cattle ranch, and beef business,
Lockhart Cattle Company. Lockhart
Cattle Company focuses on
producing high-quality, sustainablygrown grass fed beef.

Michael and his wife Claudia spend
many hours giving back. He has
served on the Board of One22 and
Presbyterian Church of Jackson
Hole. He has volunteered with
Ducks Unlimited, Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation, and Trout Unlimited.
Michael is currently active with the
Jackson Hole Lions Club, where
he has served several times as
President, as well as the Grand Teton
Music Festival, the Center for Arts,
and Lions activities.

Cody is Chief Advisor of Teton
County Search and Rescue, where
he is always on call to help those in
need.

Michael has positive energy, always
working in collaboration with others
to resolve issues and concerns. He
believes the glass is always half-full.

Jan serves on the Resource
Council of the Grand Teton
National Park Foundation. In
Los Angeles, she counsels first
generation inner city students
through CollegeMatch and is
a member of Women Helping
Youth, which provides kids
with afterschool activities. Jan
is also a Los Angeles County
Museum of Art Director’s Circle
member. Jan, husband Chuck,
and children Jared and Jenna, all
Brown graduates, support Brown
scholarship students from Africa
and inner city Los Angeles.
Jan enjoys skiing, snow shoeing,
hiking, horseshoes, yoga, and
vegetarian cooking.
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Community Connections

Art Association Camps

The Land Trust defines
Community Conservation as:
The inclusive, holistic experiences and programs
that engage people with nature.
These projects inspire our community through
interactions out among open spaces and improve
the quality of life for all our neighbors.

For the first time, the popular annual
Plein Air Painting and Drawing Kids
Camp, organized by the Art Association
of Jackson Hole, took place on JHLT
protected properties: R Park, Spring
Creek Ranch, Emily Steven’s Park, and
Boyle’s Hill Swan Ponds. Each week
targeted a different age group, ranging
from Kindergarten to 8th Grade. Students
explored each open-access protected
property and spent the day outside
studying line, shadow, light, and color as
they appear in nature. Greg Houda taught
over 30 students how to paint the great
outdoors using techniques similar to
professional artists.

Photo by Ellie Stratton-Brook

While existing programs like art-focused
FoundSpace and WyoView (formerly View22) continue to
gain momentum, the JHLT has recently launched a variety of
Community Conservation projects to engage diverse voices in
the community in our work. From getting kids hooked on fishing
to new partnership camps and activities, we are excited for the
growing outreach in the following projects.

Photo by Ellie Stratton-Brook

Slide into R Park
“Slide into R Park” empowers the minority
youth of Jackson through photography
while combining themes of conservation and
storytelling at R Park. While exploring R Park’s
open spaces, students will develop visual
storytelling skills with onsite photography
lessons. By the end of the program, students
will have a series of original R Park photos. The
images will be displayed at community meeting
spaces for the viewing of the general public.
While the project aims to provide kids with a
better understanding of photography basics,
participants will also foster an appreciation of
the importance of open space and nature to the
creative process.

Photo by Jr Rodriguez

This collaborative program is slated for spring
2019 through a partnership between R Park,
Slideluck Youth Initiative, Latino Outdoors, and
the Art Association of Jackson Hole.

Photo by Jr Rodriguez
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FoundSpace 2018
at Emily’s Pond

Photo by Apres Visuals

The 4th iteration of FoundSpace, in partnership with
Jackson Hole Public Art, celebrated the crossroads
of art and conservation. This year, the community
was asked to interact with art installations and
explore the protected open space at Emily Steven’s
Park.
The 2018 theme, “Small Things, Big Impact,” linked
together three-dimensional sculpture, poetry, and
screen-printing, inspired by objects found on-site.
The artists, Matt Daly, Jenny Dowd, Brittany Hill,
Bland Hoke, and Bronwyn Minton, created a variety
of installations, which remained in place throughout
the summer for the public’s enjoyment.

Photo by Jr Rodriguez

Photo by Apres Visuals

Kids Fishing Day & Trout Tuesdays
Since 2016, R Park has hosted the Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s Kids Fishing
Day, where kids learn to fish with equipment they can keep. The calm, safe, and
stocked ponds at R Park create a perfect place for over 300 kids to learn about fish
anatomy and riparian corridors while practicing their casting skills to catch and release
Snake River Cutthroat Trout.
As inclusion and diversity come to the forefront of outdoor movements, the Jackson
Hole Land Trust, Wyoming Game and Fish Department, WorldCast Anglers, Snake
River Fund, Orvis, and Teton Science Schools teamed up to expand the success of
Kids Fishing Day to the greater Jackson Hole community through “Trout Tuesdays.”
Every Tuesday in June bilingual fishing guides taught families fishing basics in an
intimate setting.

“FoundSpace allows me to create art that is
motivated by the conservation property itself. My
Looksees were tall, humorous characters that
provided interactive ways of observing the landscape
through a spyglass hole,” said Bronwyn Minton, fourtime FoundSpace artist. “They encouraged you to
explore your surroundings out on the beautiful open
space while keeping in mind the smaller pieces.”
Emily Steven’s Park, a JHLT protected conservation
property owned by Teton County, is managed by
Teton County Parks and Recreation. Emily Stevens
gifted the property to Teton County in 1992, ensuring
that the property would always be a place open to
the public for quiet recreation and enjoyment. Upon
her passing in 2001, she left a legacy of conservation
that reached far and wide.

FoundSpace is supported by funding from the
Wyoming Arts Council, the Center of Wonder, and
Arts For All.
Photo by Apres Visuals

“The future of conservation needs to be as diverse as the flora and fauna we are
trying to protect, and that starts with memorable positive outdoor experiences in
quiet places like R Park,” said Jr Rodriguez, Community Conservation Manager and R
Park Director.
“R Park is one of JHLT’s conservation easements with public access; it allows
community members to experience conservation, nature, and open space,” Jr
continued. “This program opens conservation values to a new audience that will
hopefully join in protecting the open spaces so highly valued in Jackson through the
prized cultural activity of fishing.”
“We were lucky enough to receive more funds from WorldCast Anglers because
of the success of Kids of Fishing Day,” said Jared Baecker, Snake River Executive
Director.
“We want to remove any kind of barrier families may have to fishing. If that’s the cost
of annual fishing license, location, or equipment, we have them covered,” Jared
explained. “The JHLT and Orvis are working on a field guide, which will include fish
identification, family-friendly fishing locations, a condensed version of Wyoming’s
fishing regulations, and will be printed in both Spanish and English. Hopefully these
tools will get more families out to experience the world class fishing in the valley.”

Trout Tuesdays is supported from our partnerships, volunteers, and generous
funding from WorldCast Anglers and Orvis. WorldCast Anglers donated equipment
and 50 annual fishing licenses to the June 2018 program. Orvis provided funding
for a printed field guide.
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WyoView
WyoView seeks to unite art and conservation to cultivate a deeper sense
of place in Northwest Wyoming. Formerly known as View22, the renamed
project reflects our regional work in Fremont and Sublette Counties.
The WyoView project raises awareness of the importance of open space
protection for the region’s wildlife, community, and artists.

Photo by Jr Rodriguez

Doug Coombs
at R Park
A second year partnership with the
Doug Coombs Foundation led to
a summer of fun, exploration, and
education at R Park. From fishing
for the first time to jumping through
the Ring of Fire to earning Jr Ranger
certifications, Doug Coombs
participants took advantage of all
of R Park’s programming, especially
Trout Tuesdays in June.

First launched in 2013, the project drew together local artists Kathryn Turner,
Jennifer Hoffman, and Bill Sawczuk, who were joined by Kay Northup,
Lee Riddell, and Travis Walker the following year. In 2015, we expanded in
celebration of the Jackson Hole Land Trust’s 35th anniversary to showcase
35 local artists working in a variety of visual media. In 2016, 19 local artists
explored easement-protected open access properties throughout Teton
County. The 2017 View22: Field Study project once again expanded to
included 21 artists painting on 18 properties from Teton, Sublette, and
Fremont Counties. In 2018, WyoView: Four Seasons was launched as a yearlong study of Jackson Hole Land Trust protected properties. 19 artists have
had the opportunity to visit the same site throughout the year, submitting
four paintings to our exhibit – one for each season. The goal of WyoView:
Four Seasons was to continue the momentum of the 2017 project, and
allowed artists to form deep connections to the conservation land they
painted. Their art portrays the changes and cycles that take place on the
landscape throughout the course of a year.
WyoView has garnered community support and media attention, including
coverage in the Jackson Hole News & Guide, Wyoming Public Radio,
the Land Trust Alliance’s Saving Lands Magazine, Images West, Plein Air
Magazine, and other publications and online art blogs.

Maggie Shipley, Doug Coombs
Foundation Program Manager,
loved providing her kids with more
opportunities. “The kids love the
park. Many of them have come here
before but never to learn to fish.
For most of them, it’s their first time
fishing.”
R Park, Doug Coombs Foundation,
and Teton Science Schools are
working on a special environmental
program that will identify and map
out invasive plant species at R Park.
Maggie continued, “We’re excited
because the project gives kids the
tools to become their own land
stewards and connect to the park,
and in turn, conservation, on a
deeper level.”
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Katie Fox

Bobbi Miller

Photo by Sam Parks

Save
the
Date
Lee Riddell

Kathy Wipfler

December 8
Green River Valley
Program Holiday
Open House
7 West Pine Street

December 14
2018 Holiday Party
and WyoView Exhibit
New Office:
690 S Highway 89,
Suite 101

December 20
R Park Winter
Solstice
4720 River Springs
Drive

August 11
2019 Annual Picnic
Location TBA
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We’ve moved!
Visit: 690 South Highway 89, Suite 101
Mail: P.O. Box 2897, Jackson, WY 83001
Email: info@jhlandtrust.org
Chat: 307.733.4707

Mission

Vision

The Jackson Hole
Land Trust is a private
nonprofit that was
established in 1980.
We work to protect
and steward the
treasured landscapes
of Northwest
Wyoming.

Our vision is a legacy of
protected open spaces,
wildlife habitat, working
lands, and community
spaces across
Northwest Wyoming
that inspire current and
future generations.
please recycle

