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Figure 1.2: “If you answered yes, please provide an example of a JHLT protected
property.” By 2016, the awareness of different Land Trust-protected properties
had noticeably increased, with responses identifying a wider variety of protected
properties by name, suggesting that the Forever Our Valley campaign played
a role in spreading awareness of properties.
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n a bright chilly morning in September, Jackson’s Town Square
bustles with philanthropy. It’s the 20th Anniversary of Old Bill’s
Fun Run and it seems the entire community is out to participate.
Standing in a narrow ray of sunshine in front of the Jackson Hole Land Trust
booth, we asked each sweet-toothed visitor to tell us about their favorite
element of Jackson’s natural areas, trading conversation for sugary snacks.
In response to the question, one small girl with rosy cheeks looked up from
her treat with a mischievous grin and growled, “Bears!” A gray-haired man
leaned on his cane, gazed up at the yellowing trees in the direction of the
Tetons, and sighed, “I don’t ever tire of that view.” A lacrosse stick-laden
teenager nodded thoughtfully, “it’s that feeling of solitude.”
Jackson’s natural surroundings dazzle us all year long, from the
first sparkling golden aspens in autumn to the fresh pops of sagebrush
buttercups in a seemingly ceaseless snowbank. Although this sentiment
may feel commonplace in Jackson Hole, a sincere fondness for one’s local
community is unique. The love for this place derives not only from

aesthetics and attitude, but also from an undercurrent teeming
with deeply-engaged community members, wholly enraptured
in their immediate environment.
Whether in the midst of a town-wide fun run or on a property visit
with an impossibly intelligent landowner, neighbors and partners inspire
Jackson Hole Land Trust on a daily level to strive for bigger goals and
encourage a re-imagining of strategy and efficacy. Since its founding in
1980, the Land Trust has approached its work with locals in mind, choosing
projects that are relevant and beneficial to the community. While this
remains true over 35 years into the mission, the board and staff of

JHLT continually seek a deeper understanding of its service
area, and the community’s changing and renewing needs,
concerns, and goals.
In 2010, the Land Trust partnered with Flitner Strategies on a market
research effort designed to gauge awareness of the Jackson Hole Land
Trust and its work in the community. Ultimately, the research revealed
that while respondents cared deeply about the preservation of open space
in Jackson and viewed the Land Trust in a positive light, the purpose and
mission of the organization was hard, if not impossible, for respondents to
articulate. In response to the feedback, the Forever Our Valley campaign
was launched, a strategic plan designed to cultivate broader recognition
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and awareness of the Land Trust’s work and educate the community about
easement-protected properties.
In the summer of 2016, five years after the original community survey,
the Land Trust commissioned Flitner Strategies once again to conduct an
assessment of the campaign’s effectiveness and to take a temperature
check of the community to see where conservation and open space stood
on the priority list of community members in this changing and growing
town. Through numerous diverse group discussions with stakeholders and
an online survey open to the public, the Land Trust wanted to know

how it was perceived, where the community priorities currently
stand, and how the community thinks the Land Trust should
focus efforts among those priorities. The “Community Assessment”
yielded excellent data, allowed the Land Trust to track its efforts since the
initial 2010 study, and provided valuable insight into internal stewardship
procedures, protection practices, and overall perceptions about the
Jackson Hole Land Trust.
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Figure 1.3: “Please rank the following community priorities in order of importance
to you: open space, housing, wildlife organizations, education, health, pathways,
arts and culture.” Open space topped the list as the number one community
priority, with 44% of respondents ranking the category first. Interestingly, open
space ranked even above housing, which 28% of respondents chose as their top
priority. Across all focus groups and survey respondents, nearly everyone felt
that the Land Trust’s work is important to the community.
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Figure 1.1: “Can you name a JHLT protected property?” In 2010, 60% of participants
answered yes. By 2016, 73% answered yes.
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Figure 1.4: “Rank the Land Trust’s mission areas in order of importance to
you: wildlife habitat and migration corridors, public access and recreation,
agriculture and ranchlands, scenic landscape.” The majority of respondents
felt that wildlife habitat and migration corridors were the most important
conservation priority to them, followed by public access and recreation, scenic
landscape, and agriculture and ranchlands.
For a full report on the findings of this study, please visit
www.jhlandtrust.org/flitner-strategies-community-assessment

The Community Assessment illuminated that the Land Trust is
still seen as positive and important in Jackson Hole; however, it also
revealed that the Land Trust needs to actively strive to maintain its
connection to the community as issues like housing, education, and
health come to the forefront of concerns. What can the Land Trust
do to stay relevant? To bring forward projects that inspire and excite
the community? To aptly and adequately address a rapidly growing
and shifting service area?
In the past five years, partnerships have begun to extend

relationships through art, health, recreation, and education.
The success of exciting unconventional projects like View22 and
FoundSpace illustrated that the community wants to be more involved
on a hands-on, tangible level. The green JHLT flags temporarily placed on
conservation properties throughout the valley generated a groundswell
of interest in and recognition of the Land Trust’s properties. Young
professionals’ events brought fresh perspectives to the Land Trust
and attracted a previously untapped and diverse constituent base.
The JHLT has learned that community education is not only important
to continuing our mission, but also valued, and people want to learn
more about the Land Trust and understand how the work fits into
the bigger picture.
Although these new and exciting programs absorb a lot of focus,
stewardship of existing easements is a top priority of the Land Trust.
It is central to the organization’s success and the vitality of protected
open spaces. However, these practices are complicated, and can be
somewhat controversial if not fully understood. To the Land Trust,

stewardship is incredibly important, because it serves as
the connection between the conservation values that the
community holds so dear and the bulk of the organization’s
daily work. When the Land Trust knows that the community supports
the values on stewarded easements, the day-to-day work of protecting
the land becomes effortless. The strength of an easement is only as
strong as the community’s connection to the land.
Upon reflection, the elements of nature that we love are
interconnected. Each depend on the continued preservation of open
spaces and natural areas. In turn, these are dependent upon the
continued support, care, and passion of the community, without which,
the work of the JHLT would be for naught.
Just like accomplishing milestones in acreage or successfully
completing large projects, the relationship between the community and
the Land Trust is complex, involving many different people and partners
and can’t be rushed or thrown together in a sprint. The relationship
requires constant contemplation and devotion. Discussions with
community members, collaborative partnerships, and strengthened
connections to conservation will steer the direction of the Land Trust’s
work into relevant and supported land protection initiatives.
The Land Trust will consider these challenges when identifying
and moving forward with new protection projects. To ensure that

conservation is both valuable to and valued by everyone,
the Land Trust will engage more with the community to
bring forward completed and potential projects that will
add quality to the lives of the residents of Jackson. While
the Land Trust remains committed to its mission of protecting and
stewarding important conservation lands in Jackson, the organization
will strategically shape the way it communicates and engages with
the community in order to maintain relevance and make Jackson a
better place to live for everyone.

Tim Mayo
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THE BIG PICTURE

JACKS ON HOLE LAND TRUS T jhlandtrust.org 3

resources and a rich
history, Sublette County is
truly a gem and undeniably
valuable to the wider
region and Wyoming.

THE GREEN RIVER VALLEY PROGRAM

F

Mindi Crabb

ollow a mule deer in autumn south out of Jackson, as the herd heads to its wintering ranges. You travel along the crystal clear, wild and scenic
Hoback River, watching the Gros Ventres rise and then fall in the north. After about 50 miles, a vast, high and dry sagebrush steppe presents itself,
braided with unobstructed streams, and the herd spills out across the open landscape. As the mule deer seek nourishment in cool, refreshing sips
of a major waterway of the Rocky Mountain West, you step onto ground steeped in human history, revered by international anglers, and cultivated
by local agriculturalists for over one hundred years. You’ve journeyed to the Green River Valley.

Throughout the Green River Valley, you will find a colorful and lively
scene in summer, with ideal vegetation for birds, such as Sandhill cranes,
sage grouse, osprey and eagles. You’ll encounter moose browsing in the
willows and shrubbery, coyotes singing from the plains, and trout rising
silently for bugs from the depths of world-class waters. After such a
journey, it’s easy to notice that the plants and animals within

the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem depend on the accessible
connectivity of this terrain to its neighbors in the north, and
vice versa.
As of October 1, 2016, this vital land in Sublette County plays host to

the Green River Valley Program of the Jackson Hole Land Trust.
In contrast to Teton County, about 20% of Sublette’s 3.2 million

acres consists of private land and is vulnerable to residential
and commercial development. While geographical isolation helps
to preserve the frontier culture and to keep the population sparse, with
roughly 2 people per square mile, Sublette’s economy relies largely on the
oil and natural gas industry, as the Green River Valley rests atop two of the
nation’s most prolific natural gas fields. Agriculture and ranching are also a
large part of many daily lives of the population and play an important role
in maintaining the cultural heritage of the area. With ample natural

The Green River Valley
Land Trust (GRVLT; formerly
the Wyoming Land Trust) arose
for this precise reason. Since
2000, the GRVLT has acquired
conservation easements which
have protected open spaces,
Mule Deer Migration Corridors
watersheds, wildlife habitat
High Use Corridor
Medium Use Corridor
and ranchlands, which benefit
Low Use Corridor
Stopover Areas
current inhabitants, preserve
JHLTConservation
ConservationEasements,
Easements,as
asofof5/1/16
5/1/16
JHLT
historic and critical wildlife
Other Conservation Easements
USFS
migration routes, and act as a
BLM
“I am grateful to again
legacy for future generations.
State of Wyoming
NER
have a trusted partner
In 2013, after 13 years of
in Sublette County to
operating as the primary land
help me and my fellow
conservation organization in
landowners here achieve
Sublette County, the Green River
Mule deer use migration corridors along the Wind River Front, traveling through the
connected Teton and Sublette counties.
Valley Land Trust announced
our conservation goals,”
that they were seeking out other
said JJ Healy, a conservation
Use data courtesy of Wyoming Migration Initiative.
conservation organizations in
property landowner in Sublette
County and new GRVP representative on the JHLT Board of Directors. “With
Wyoming that would be willing to adopt their 58 existing conservation
the presence of the Jackson Hole Land Trust, we can regain momentum
easements on 32,000 acres of protected land in Sublette County.
towards our collective vision to establish a high quality, permanent land
Knowing the value that these easements brought to the Green River
protection strategy for our community.”
Valley basin and the importance of maintaining consistent stewarding of
The collaboration and community support of conservationists in both
their important conservation values, the Jackson Hole Land Trust (JHLT),
Teton County and Sublette County has been extraordinary and without
along with the Wyoming chapter of the Nature Conservancy and the Land
them, this effort would not have been successful. There are so many
Trust Alliance, began working together with GRVLT to determine the most
efficient and efficient way to safeguard these easements. Through careful
ecological connections between Jackson Hole and the Green
consideration and many strategic discussions over several years, the
River Basin that run across man-made boundaries and lines on
Board of Directors of both the JHLT and GRVLT agreed that the solution for
a map. Protecting land in each place has an equal benefit to the quality
ensuring sustainable stewardship of existing Sublette County conservation
of life in both counties, especially when taking into consideration what
easements and for gaining the necessary resources to move forward on
large-scale conservation looks like regarding where our wildlife travels, the
additional land protection opportunities in the region was to have the JHLT
impacts on recreation opportunities, ranching and agricultural heritage,
take ownership of all GRVLT easements and manage conservation in the
and the less tangible, though no less important, connections made through
area under a Sublette County based program with a local office and staff.
our water, air, and soil.
“After working with the landowners, board members, and the
“This is a proactive approach by two conservation
community in Sublette County, we are more excited than ever to launch
organizations to become more sustainable and to safeguard
the Green River Valley Program of the Jackson Hole Land Trust. We have
the future of Sublette County’s ranch lands, open space and
worked carefully to create a stewardship and conservation plan that is
wildlife habitat,” said Bob Budd, Wyoming Wildlife and Natural
specific to the unique and valuable lands of Sublette County. The historically
Resource Trust Executive Director. “Proper stewardship of conservation
strong leadership and financial security of the Jackson Hole Land Trust will
properties in this region is critical to maintaining important, large-scale
bring stability to an incredibly important conservation area in Wyoming,”
wildlife migration corridors that run across two major mountain ranges,
said Pete Lawton, Chair of the JHLT Board of Directors.
along three primary river systems, in all directions, and to preserving
As of October 1, 2016, the GRVLT concluded its separate operations
important ranchlands that contribute to the agricultural resources and
and the Green River Valley Program of the JHLT opened in Pinedale. Moving
heritage of Sublette County.”

Mike is an avid outdoorsman who lives and works
in Pinedale. He attended the Air Force Academy
and the University of Wyoming. Mike has over 30
years of experience in construction management
and has developed and operated several business
ventures in the energy industry. He owns two ranches outside of
Pinedale. Mike previously served on the Green River Valley Land
Trust board and was the Lands Committee Chair. He is an active
member of the community and is passionate about conservation
and wildlife.
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JJ HEALY,
LANDOWNER AND BOARD MEMBER
JJ founded Healy Capital and is a technology
industry veteran with more than 20 years of
experience with companies including EMC
Corporation, CS First Boston and Yahoo! Inc. JJ
is the Vice Chair of the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation, was appointed by the Governor of Wyoming to the
Select Committee for Split Estate Reform, and also serves on
Saint Anselm’s Board of Trustees. He owns the Double J Ranch
LLC, in Daniel, WY, and was on the Green River Valley Land Trust
Advisory Board.

Terry A. Allen

MEET THE NEW MEMBERS OF JHLT BOARD AND STAFF REPRESENTING THE GRVP
MIKE FENN,
BOARD MEMBER

forward, the staff will work to
ensure partner landowners and
new potential conservation
landowners have a quality
experience as they work to
protect a critical portion of the
Wyoming landscape. Sublette
County representatives will
hold two spots on the JHLT
Board of Directors, and the JHLT
has begun working to establish
an Advisory Committee
comprised of former GRVLT
board members, conservation
supporters, and community
members from the Sublette
County area.

MINDI CRABB, GREEN RIVER VALLEY
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Mindi joined the JHLT team in October, 2016 with
the merger of the Green River Valley Land Trust,
where she served as the Executive Director for
three years. Mindi has extensive background and
experience in small business consulting and nonprofit management. Mindi grew up in Alaska, with Denali National
Park’s amazing scenery and abundant wildlife in her backyard.
She received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business/Hotel &
Restaurant Management from Oregon State University. Mindi is
very active in Sublette County, volunteering for many community
activities, and enjoys photography, horseback riding, fly fishing,
biking, hiking, and cross-country skiing, all with her dog Cora.

The unification of the JHLT and GRVLT through the launch of the
GRVP means that a robust and cohesive conservation strategy will be
implemented and maintained to protect the legacy of landowners in
Sublette County forever. Local staff and board will continue to assist
with conservation plans and will evaluate new easements, and annual
monitoring of existing easements will carry on as usual. The Land Trust
is proud and excited for the opportunities that will arise alongside the
new Green River Valley Program, and looks forward to safeguarding the
valuable land protected by the generous landowners and hardworking
staff and board in Sublette County.
“It is clear that the Jackson Hole Land Trust understands the big picture
of conservation in Wyoming and has dedicated an immense amount of
time to understanding the history and dynamics of our land protection
efforts and goals here in the Green River Valley,” said Brian Gray, former
GRVLT Board President. “We are grateful to all those that have worked
so hard to get us to this point so that we can continue our local presence,
strengthen our relationships with landowners, and look forward to doing
further important protection work in Sublette County.”
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“This idyllic
spot is still
something of
a local secret,
and that’s
okay. When
preservation
fails,
conservation
can make the difference. The Jackson Hole
Land Trust has, in no small way, assured vital
habitat for wildlife. One acre, and one crucial
pond at a time.”

ERIN O’CONNOR “On the Surface”
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KATHY WIPFLER “Hatchet Meadows View”
“I was graced
by [the
homesteaders
of the valley
and] their
myriad
stories of
the struggles
to survive
in very hard times and a harsh climate.
One of those families worked the lands of
the Hatchet Ranch, using horse power and
human grit to succeed in making the land
productive enough to raise their families
and to keep the Hatch and surrounding land
open. When I am on location painting these
places, the stories I have heard help to inform
me of the recent human connection to this
amazing place.”

28 acres, Fee Ownership,
protected since 1998

HATCHET MEADOWS

BUFFALO VALLEY

TO MORAN & JACKSON

“I love being
a part of
the View22
project –
where the
creation of
art is both
inspired
by and
contributes to the protection of wildlife
habitat and open space for all to enjoy. As
a landscape painter being out on these
properties emphasizes for me the importance
of preserving these lands forever.”

LEE CARLMAN RIDDELL
“High Summer, Flat Creek Corridor”

38 acres, Town of Jackson, protected
initially in 2010

FLAT CREEK CORRIDOR

FoundSpace’s inaugural project
in 2015, featuring an interactive
art installation created by the
Exquisite Gardeners, local artists,
and community members.

41 acres, Town of Jackson,
protected initially in 2003
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“Conservation
of wild lands
and habitat
for wildlife is
important to
me for many
reasons.
Wildlife and
wide open
spaces such
as Jackson Hole Land Trust properties
and our National Parks and Forests are
the key inspiration for my contemporary
paintings. Participating in View 22 has
been a great opportunity to use my art
to encourage preservation and inspire
relationships between visitors and
residents of these wild lands.”

INDIAN SPRINGS
SWAN PONDS
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338 acres, Fee Ownership,
protected since 1984

SPRING CREEK
CARRIE WILD “When the Stars Appear”

624 Acres, Teton Science Schools,
protected since 1992
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“One of the most
accessible of
the Land Trust
locations, it’s
a diamond
hidden in plain
sight of bustling
downtown
..
Wilson. Tucked
into the lush
grasses and
willows is a
diverse wetlands ecosystem including a
creek fed by Edmiston Spring located to the
south of Dick May’s welding shop… Painting
the Wetlands Trail is an exercise in “green.”
Could it be possible every green in the
universe appears in the Wetland Trails?”

DIANE BENEFIEL “Edmiston Spring”

2 acres, Teton County School District,
protected since 1995
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SCOTTY CRAIGHEAD “Effuse”
“It was really
nice to be able to
visit the property
regularly and
develop a better
understanding of
the land. I
enjoyed seeing
it change over
time. I visited
the R Park five or six times and each time, I
developed a stronger connection with the
land… The water of the R Park is a circulatory
system and it creates a vibrant environment
not only for humans but also for many
species of plants and animals. After realizing
the importance of the water, I knew that’s
what I wanted to focus on for my art project.”

40 acres, Rendezvous Land
Conservancy, protected since 2015

RENDEZVOUS “R” PARK

KATY ANN FOX “Someone Will Ski That”
“I set up my
easel and
began to scan
the panorama
of beauty and
fixated on the
monumental
rock formation
overlooking
our valley. The
inspiration that
radiates from these mountains and rocks
and the space between is phenomenal… This
painting and the moments in its making
stand as a reminder of just how wonderful
and essential it is for these spaces to be
actively preserved beyond my lifetime of
enjoying them into coming generations.”

211 acres, Jackson Hole Mountain
Resort, protected since September 1997

ROCK SPRINGS

David Swift

Howard and Cara
Stirn on the ranch.

Howad
Stirn on
Horseback.

Photos courtesy of Kelly Stirn

REMEMBERING
HOWARD STIRN

Cara Stirn (right)
as a teenage at
Bear Paw Ranch.

I

t only took five days for Howard Stirn to fall in love with the valley. After
encouragement from his wife Cara, who had visited Bear Paw Ranch and
Teton County in the ‘30s, the couple decided to travel together to Jackson
to pick up their eldest daughter from Teton Valley Ranch Camp in 1966.
Howard and Cara couldn’t resist visiting each summer thereafter, staying
at the original R Lazy S Ranch, then owned and operated by Bob and Claire
McConaughy, located in Grand Teton National Park. In 1972, with the ranch’s
lease in the park ending and substantial flooding threatening the livelihood
of the business, the Stirns looked for a solution.
Unbeknownst to anyone, Cara’s father, Kelvin Smith, had purchased
property not too far south of the original R Lazy S Ranch. “In the 1960s, this
property was going to be potentially developed into 60 home sites,” Kelly
Stirn, Howard and Cara’s son, explains. “He felt horrible about that, as he’d
ridden in the area on the trails around Granite Canyon. So he purchased it
as a way to preserve this part of the valley.”
After approaching Cara’s father and learning about his property, Howard
and Cara bought the land from Kelvin, where the current R Lazy S now
stands. “We wanted to maintain the whole area as a wilderness,

and that was the first reason we ever bought the property in the
first place,” Cara explained to the Land Trust in 1996. In the years

of the Land Trust. Howard was a critical component of the founding of the
Jackson Hole Land Trust, and offered a lending hand to the development of
the organization.
“They were pretty proud of the fact that they were one of the first,”
Kelly says. Nancy agrees, “He was such a big proponent of saving the land.”
“I think [donating the easement] struck my dad as a perfect device to be
able to protect the land to keep it the way it is… He specifically designated
certain home sites on the property, just enough for all his children to have, and
that was it. And so it was almost following in my grandfather’s footsteps in
preserving the property and they felt they needed to continue that,” added Kelly.
In a reflective piece that he wrote for a Jackson Hole Land Trust newsletter
over 15 years ago, Howard called R Lazy S their “Bit of Heaven.”

Howard explained that he and Cara enjoyed “introducing people
to the area in a home-like atmosphere, providing our guests with
a wonderful western experience, and maintaining the natural
qualities that are disappearing in the valley.” Howard and Cara would
graciously host guests every summer for decades, and in their downtime,
discovered the valley on horseback. Today, visitors to Grand Teton National
Park can explore trails named after the couple. Howard was “very much a
naturalist,” Kelly says. “[He] just didn’t want to see a lot of development.”

Kelly Stirn

following 1972, the couple helped the McConaughys move the ranch and
many of its buildings from its original location, quietly purchased the dude
ranching operation, and continued to run the business with great success.
R Lazy S links the past and the future, and grounds itself in generations
of familial ties. Visitors and employees alike happily return year after year.
Nowadays, R Lazy S gives out bronze and sterling silver belt buckles to guests
that return for over ten and twenty years. Nancy Stirn, Kelly’s wife, can easily
rattle off a dozen people that have multi-generational ties to the ranch. The
land is rich in history, especially having had multiple owners prior to the Stirn
Family, including the Moseleys, the Hansens and the Linns. The Stirns proudly
keep it that way. “We had Daisy Linn out here when she was in her 90s,” Nancy
tells us. “She told us that what was once the chicken coop is now my storage
shed, the kid’s dining room was the bar or the parlor.” Kelly points out where
Daisy carved her and her boyfriend’s initials into the wall in her old bedroom,
now converted into a guest office space. The property is magical in that sense.
Its timelessness is preserved in the cabins built in the 1930s, with sounds
and smells that may as well be decades old, and hints to the current year
only through the buzzing of a cell phone, or the dust collected in the rafters.
Perhaps its magic derives from the care and passion that were rooted
in its creation. Shortly after acquiring the land, Howard and Cara

boldly decided to donate the first ever conservation easement to
the newly created Jackson Hole Land Trust in 1981. “Howard played
an instrumental role for conservation in Jackson and we are so grateful to have
worked with him on preserving R Lazy S,” reflected Laurie Andrews, President
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It’s abundantly clear that the R Lazy S property is special. The now 324
acres of protected land lies just one mile north of Teton Village, and borders
the Snake River on the east and Grand Teton National Park in the north.
Rendezvous Mountain towers above the ranch, and the Tetons rise above to
the west. The vegetation provides habitat for a significant number of birds
on the Audubon’s Blue List. The land’s mixed meadow, willow and aspen
communities offer shelter for moose, while elk and deer use the land as a
corridor for traveling to and from their winter ranges. The relatively unaltered
natural setting of the Grand Teton National Park adjacent to the property
helps to protect the natural wealth of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem
and serves as a critical connection for countless animal and plant species.

“Dad loved this valley and it was always on his mind to help
protect it,” Kelly explains. “He was so happy that the Land Trust existed
and did wonderful work towards this endeavor… we, too, believe that the

Land Trust will continue its great work in the future of protecting our valley.”
Howard and Cara retired from the business 20 years ago, leaving the family
business to Kelly and Nancy, who continue to uphold the dude ranch traditions
today. Kelly and Nancy understand how fortunate they are to live and work
on the property, and enjoy watching their own children grow up as the fourth
generation on the land, especially having picked up a conscientious attitude
about land protection. “All the cards lined up,” Kelly says. “We feel so lucky
to be here.”
Anyone who spends time at R Lazy S can consider themselves lucky.
Quintessential and picturesque, R Lazy S will remain protected in perpetuity
under a JHLT conservation easement because of Howard’s dedication,
determination, and passion for protecting his “Bit of Heaven.” Howard’s
contributions will help preserve the character-defining open space of Jackson
Hole. His legacy lives on forever in Jackson.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
JOE ALBRACHT

BRAD NIELSON

Joe is the co-founder and former Chief Operating Officer
of Mobius Management Systems Inc., a leading provider
of enterprise software products designed to optimize
the storage, retrieval and presentation of large volumes
of transactional information. In 2000, he and Patricia
Stancarone purchased a home in Teton Village and
became full time residents. He enjoys the great outdoors
with activities such as hiking, skiing, biking and simply observing the
landscapes and wildlife. He is also an instrument rated private pilot.

Brad was born and raised in the Rocky Mountain region
and earned his juris doctor degree from the University
of Utah College of Law. During his 34-year legal career
he served in various legal roles with several major
energy companies, living abroad for 19 years and
managing legal teams and projects in all parts of the
world. In 2015, Brad retired from Royal Dutch Shell as
General Counsel and is currently a board member of several non-profit
organizations involved in conserving some of Wyoming’s extraordinary
natural resources.

KELLY DAVIS

ROB WALLACE

Kelly is an avid equestrian and owner of Old Oak Farm,
LLC, an international show jumping stable. She and
husband George Davis have two children, Lucy and Clay.
Kelly has served on the Board of the Sullivan Canyon
Preservation Association and as Chair of the Stanford
Parents Advisory Board. Currently, she servers on the
California Committee South for Human Rights Watch
and the Director’s Circle at the Los Angeles County Art
Museum. Kelly enjoys skiing, mountain biking, fly fishing and running,
and is learning golf.

Rob is Chief Regulatory Officer of i2 Capital and
Co-founder and Partner of the Upper Green River
Conservancy. He ardently advocates for landscape
scale conservation banking as a solution to the coexistence of energy development and conservation.
From Evanston, Wyoming, Rob served as Director,
U.S. Govt. Relations for GE Energy, Staff Director for
the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, Chief of
Staff to Senator Wallop, Chief of Staff to Wyoming Governor Geringer
and Assistant Director of the National Park Service.

R Lazy S Ranch in Winter.
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PLACE-BASED
ARTMAKING

FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD

Alive Theatre by Ben Roth

View22 unites art and conservation. With each work, the project brings
to light the role that land conservation has played in shaping our valley’s
private lands. In 2016, the fourth iteration of View22 included 19 local artists
exploring “Open Studio” locations throughout the valley, on 13 different
easement-protected properties which were either open or easily accessible
to the public. The artists were able to visit these properties whenever they
wanted throughout the summer and then shared their experiences through
blog posts, interactive artist demonstrations, and a final fundraising art show
at the Annual Picnic in August. The resulting works illuminated the great extent
of talent evident in the participating local artists, and will forever embody
the breathtaking beauty and the imperative need to protect the valley.

FOUNDSPACE
FoundSpace explores the crossroads of art and land. This project asks the
community to participate in the artmaking: participants recover found objects
on protected properties and work together to create temporary large-scale
interactive installations in a public, conserved, open space. In the summer
of 2016, FoundSpace revolved around the Summer Solstice Celebration at R
Park, and featured four returning local artists and one new local artist. The
project drew community youth and adult groups together and resulted in a
collaborative project which transformed R Park for the duration of the summer.

Stio

when you get an art project Bronwyn Minton
Ben Roth
that’s place-based because you
look closer than if you’re just doing something out of your head,”
Ben explains. “You observe, and it trains your eye to look closely
at things and to slow down… As a result you appreciate it a bit
more.” View22 encouraged Ben to explore, leading him to new places in the
valley. “For the second year in a row participating in View22, I got to stand
on land that I’ve never stood on in 20 years in the valley. It’s pretty incredible
to find a new little secret spot in the valley that is new to your eyes and your
feet.” This year, Ben approached the gnarled sagebrush plant inspired by
many he found in a “sweet little drainage” on the Spring Gulch easement.
His final product does indeed seem to have resulted from close observation:
the bonsai-inspired sagebrush screen print captures each leaf, branch, and
root with immaculate attention.
10
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whole project was
very much designed for
the viewer who might
happen upon the signs
and enjoy them without
much explanation or
direction,” she explains.

Ring of Fire by Ben Roth

Using momentum from
her FoundSpace project,
Bronwyn’s View22 artwork
featured a triptych of plants
drawn on metal plates,
which were then positioned
next to the same live plant
in nature. Bronwyn reflects,
“It is very interesting to try
to create work for a public
place and to create work
that is intimate and about
the place. I thoroughly
enjoyed fitting my sensibility
into these two ways of
Uncommon Garden plaque by Bronwyn Minton
interacting with place.”
Positioned on the edge
of a walking bridge above
the water, Ben Roth’s FoundSpace creation, the “Ring of Fire,” begs visitors
to leap through the blazing circle into the cool depths of the park’s pond.
The inspiration for the work derived from the bridge’s playful construction.
“Instead of putting up handrails on the bridge to say ‘do not jump,’ [the
builders] just dug out the pond enough that you could jump!” Ben says. “I like
that way of thinking. Instead of making it not allowed, or off-limits, they just
made it accessible and safe. I wanted to celebrate that kind of mindset.” The
final work was truly celebrated throughout the course of the summer, with
countless visitors enjoying the playful hoop.
David Swift

CONSERVATION ARTIST SPOTLIGHT

Inspired by botanical
garden signage, Bronwyn
Minton’s FoundSpace
creation asked people to
interact with Rendezvous
“R” Park using their different
senses. Her works caused
visitors to pause and
wonder about the plants
and animals that live and
grow in the park. “The

David Swift

VIEW22: OPEN STUDIO

To view this year’s FoundSpace video, visit http://jhlandtrust.org/news-room/
photos-videos/.

Pete Lawton
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Karen Parent
Secretary
Jennifer Sparks
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Joe Albracht
Jill Baldauf
Kelly Davis
Jacqueline Erdman
Tania Evans
Tom Evans
Flo McCall

projects, FoundSpace and View22, raise awareness of the importance of
open space protection for the valley’s wildlife, community, and artists.

you to get involved in the community, whether through art,
outdoor recreation, or conservation. In the meantime,
the Land Trust will continue our efforts to engage with
residents and visitors to provide the epic sights, sounds,
and experiences that Jackson Hole’s open spaces yield
year-round.
Warmly,
Pete Lawton

Mike Fenn
JJ Healy
Jeff Milton
Brad Nielson
Bob Peters
Joel Revill
Jason Snider
Bob Strawbridge
Anna Sullivan
Ken Taylor

ELIZABETH VOTRUBA, COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
Elizabeth joined the Land Trust in
2016. Originally from the suburbs
of Cleveland, Ohio, she graduated
from Colorado College in Colorado
Springs, Colorado in 2012. In 2015,
Elizabeth obtained a Masters in
Archaeology from Durham University in Durham, England.
David Swift

David Swift

a Land Trust to be relevant in a community, people really feel
like they need to touch the properties, be part of the properties,
and art has activated that.” Two annual place-based artmaking

Two artists, Ben Roth and
Bronwyn Minton, offered their
creative talents to both View22 and
FoundSpace this summer.
Ben Roth’s close observation of
nature and human curiosity led him to
create unique and memorable works
for both projects. “I think it’s good

BOARD
MEMBERS

I

Place-based artmaking at the Jackson Hole Land Trust aims to
cultivate a deeper sense of place by connecting people and artists
with the land. “The Land Trust and many other Land Trusts across the
country realize that while many projects focus on wildlife habitat or
scenic vistas, they also have projects that the whole community can
touch, feel, and be part of,” President, Laurie Andrews explains. “For

am honored to call Jackson home. I especially love how
a change in season seems to make our community more
invigorated and connected, even after an action-packed
summer. As the leaves begin to turn, and we’ve grabbed
hold of those last chances to float the Snake, to bike the
pass, to lie in the grass and count the stars with our kids,
we expect to be worn out and beat down when the first
few flakes of snow fall. But miraculously, even after all
the projects and all the parties, we rally. We’re propelled
forward into the next season with the energy from our
inspiring local community, our minds and hearts open to
the possibilities of what yet another winter may bring.
We owe a lot to this community, and I am so grateful for
the caring individuals, groups, and businesses throughout
the valley that carry on tirelessly to make the region the
best it can be.
This newsletter celebrates the connections between
those hardworking individuals and the Jackson Hole Land
Trust. The Community Assessment gives us a framework
to inspect and adjust how we work and how we engage
with our local community, our supporters, landowners, and
the region’s visitors. The exciting new Green River Valley
Program results from years of dedicated partnerships and
incredible collaboration between countless involved parties,
and I look forward to seeing all the accomplishments that
this merger will inevitably bring. It is also wonderful to see
the impact of View 22 and FoundSpace and the creativity
and inspiration that we can draw from the land with enough
patience and attention. While the Jackson Hole Land
Trust is an exemplary land conservation organization, its
partnerships outside the box of land protection ultimately
make it relevant to everyone in the wider community. This
year we’ve engaged with all generations and all facets of
the Jackson community, and I believe this will propel us
forward into many seasons to come.
I am grateful for Jackson Hole Land Trust’s commitment
to maintaining the quality of life in the valley, and encourage

Elizabeth brings non-profit and land conservation
experience from her position as Manager of Membership,
Volunteers, and Special Events at Western Reserve
Land Conservancy in Cleveland. Elizabeth has recently
relocated from Ohio to Jackson and enjoys fishing, skiing,
yoga, hiking and reading.

BUTCH PARKS, WIND RIVER PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Butch joined the Land Trust in 2016.
Originally from Houston, Texas,
Butch graduated from the University
of Houston with a B.S. in Electrical
Engineering Technology after serving
in the Marine Corps. In 1982, his
passion for nature brought him to Fremont County
and he became attached to the Wyoming landscape
for life. Butch has a diverse background in business
ownership and management including ranching,
aviation, veterinary medicine, construction, renewable

John Vogelstein
Rob Wallace
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Bill Ashley

energy, and real estate. Most recently Butch served as
the Commercial Property Manager for State Lands and
then as the Land Administration Supervisor for Wyoming
Game and Fish. Butch holds an Airline Transport Pilot
Certificate, Flight Instructor Certificate, and is a licensed
Real Estate Broker. His greatest love is sharing his life
with his wife, Sandy, and following the lives of his four
children. Butch enjoys sports, hiking, biking, skiing,
wildlife viewing, and exploring the world. Working for
the Land Trust to conserve the wonders of the Greater
Yellowstone is Butch’s dream job.
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SAVE THE DATE

David Swift

for our next Annual Picnic Sunday, August 13, 2017

Keep up with our work and sign up for our email list at jhlandtrust.org
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