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Voices from the Valley:

The meaning of open space, in their own words

Kathryn Turner

A.J. DeRosa

landscape painter • Open Space Council member

river keeper • Open Space Council member

Kim Fadiman

That’s what open space is about - it allows
you to clear your head, your psyche, your
spirit. I couldn’t imagine living in a world
without open space.

A deep connection
I feel really blessed to have such a deep connection to this place,
with a lot of family here, and one with such a rich history. The
Triangle X Ranch was an incredible place to grow up. I think it’s
unmatched as far as the view of the mountains that we have, and
then to be inside of Grand Teton National Park, surrounded by
wildness… it was a charmed childhood. Since then, developing as
an artist here has shaped who I am and has continued to cultivate
a real, profound connection with the land.
Favorite open space
A favorite is hard to pick. I go through different stages – I like the
Mormon Row area in Indian summer, when the cottonwood trees
have turned and the hay meadows are all a beautiful, soft color.
I like the West bank of the Snake River in the winter time, because
I spend a lot of time skiing there, and I’ve come to appreciate the
aesthetic of being at the base of the mountains. It tends to be
seasonal and cyclical.
Why open space is important to her
I am a person who relies on open space in an essential way. As an
individual, I have to spend time outside every day, like many Jackson
folks. And because I’m a landscape painter, it’s required. That’s why
I have such profound appreciation for the work that the Land Trust
does. I really mean it when I say how grateful I am for the protected
spaces in the valley, on both public and private lands. All of it has
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direct benefit for who I am as a person and for my work.
Open space for people and wildlife
I think that the wide open spaces of Wyoming provide us the opportunity
to connect with a part of ourselves that requires space and silence.
There’s something inherent in us that needs space in order to find
our centers – it’s where we find ourselves again. I also think that the
integrated relationship that we have with wildlife here is remarkably
special and really enriches our lives. We keep tabs on how the moose
are doing, when swans are hatching, and which bears emerge with
which cubs. They become part of our family, and I can’t imagine our
lives in Jackson without them. They require open space, so we need
to do our part to protect their corridors.
Inspiration for art
Being an artist in this valley is so special because there’s a certain
diversity of protected lands here – the forests, wetlands, ranch
lands, and mountain vistas are all such different landscapes. I’m
really grateful for that, because with development there is a certain
amount of homogeneity, but here, we’ve maintained landscapes
that are rich in biodiversity and also provide a lot of fun content for
art and creative inspiration. Think about how diverse, from day
to day, over the course of a year, a place like Jackson is. It’s super
dynamic. If you go ten miles north or south, in a matter of ten days, or
a thousand feet up in elevation, you can go to a whole different world.

Timothy C. Mayo

David Stubbs

I think that the wide open spaces of
Wyoming provide us the opportunity to
connect with a part of ourselves that
requires space and silence.

One ski season turns into a lifetime
I was born in suburban Chicago, went to the University of Detroit, and
graduated in 1971. In 1972 I came to Jackson Hole for a winter to ski,
and like many others of that class, I’m still here 40+ years later, and
really liking it. I came to ski, but the summer activities are what kept
me here. I learned how to float the river that first summer, and ran
whitewater trips in the Canyon for about 8 years. When the water
turned clear, I’d start guiding fishermen. In 1978, I started the first
rafting company in Argentina with Patty Reilly in an area we called
“Jackson Hole south”, because it was so similar, with lovely rivers
filled with trout. Then in the early 80s, I got a little tired of endless
summer, so I came back to Jackson and for about 25 years or so, I was
a ski patrolman in the winter, then worked on the river in the summers.
My guiding business has been an evolution since day one, starting
as Fat Boy Fishing back in the day, and now Wooden Boat Tours.
Saving Wilson to South Park by boat
In the 1990s and 2000s, several of my clients who became good
friends, Tony Brooks and Bill Maloney, were very involved in the Land
Trust. I asked them, “How can I become involved in the Land Trust?
I’m not a money guy, but I’ve got some time and some expertise and
maybe I can donate them”. Sure enough, it turned out that I could.
Back then, there was a capital campaign going on, and Pam Case and
I would take donors and prospective donors down the river on the
Wilson to South Park stretch. It’s a stretch I know like the back of my
hand. We would show them the private land and open space you can

only see from that perspective; what had been protected by the Land
Trust already, and what was left to protect. It was easy to show how
important it was to conserve the river bottom of the Snake. Apparently
it worked, because we did it for many years, and helped raise a lot of
money that helped save the land right along that stretch of river. It
was a very symbiotic relationship.
Open Space Council
I was honored to be asked to be a part of the Open Space Council
when it was started. We would have annual get-togethers, and I’d
look around and see the people that had been asked to be there, and
I was very proud to be a part of that group. It was outstanding,
and still is.
Open space as quality of life
My wife and I do not have children, but I do have some young guides
that I consider to be like my children. I hope that they get to continue
to do what we do today – taking fisherman out, teaching people
about the outdoors, and giving them an opportunity to experience
the peace and quiet that comes along with open space. Open space
creates room for the critters, and they contribute our quality of life.
To me, open space equals quality of life. I get to share this quality of
life with clients for a few hours at a time, and they are very grateful.
It refreshes them. That’s what open space is about – it allows you to
clear your head, your psyche, your spirit. I couldn’t imagine living in a
world without open space.
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“Live life to the fullest, guided by love”

– Jarad Spackman

In Celebration
Christian Beckwith

Jarad James Spackman
November 24, 1972 – March 1, 2013

Christian Beckwith

“Ah, the Tetons: sweet grandeur of beauty! And
Jackson Hole, the little hamlet of a mountain
town that worships their natural, ethereal glory;
the town where adults like to dress as cowboys,
be renegades, and ski most of the year; where you
are either rich, or living off the rich; and where no
one seems to ever grow up.
How ideal.

From the aftermath of this tragedy, an outpouring of support,
stories, and memories blossomed from Jarad’s community of friends
in Jackson Hole and across the country. The downtown Center for
the Arts brimmed from every aisle and seat at the Celebration of Life
ceremony held in his honor. The stories that his family and closest
friends shared, together with vibrant photos, painted a portrait of
Jarad that was full of an energetic passion for life –

as a skier and varsity athlete in high school, persevering through
multiple surgeries to his leg.
He attended the University of Colorado in Boulder, graduating
summa cum laude in 1995, with a degree in international
finance, and returned to Jackson to work with his father and
brother. Together, the Spackmans achieved national ranking as
a real estate team within Sotheby’s International Realty.
In college, Jarad discovered a love for climbing, mountaineering,
travel, and adventure – and his native Teton Range – that would
stay with him throughout his life, overflowing to his family and
friends. Early on in his climbing days, he convinced his mother Susie

a special friend, a talented businessman, a much-loved son
and an incredible brother,”

The Spackman Fanily

as his brother Brandon Spackman remembers him.

Jarad and Brandon Spackman
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“He was an incredible partner in life and in the mountains,”
says Brandon.
Jarad met his wife Stephanie in Jackson. Their connection was
also strengthened by shared adventures in the mountains and
international travels to destinations like Cuba and Thailand –
Stephanie was Jarad’s main climbing partner. They would have
celebrated their 10th anniversary in September.

– Jarad Spackman

Jarad joined the Board of the Jackson Hole Land Trust in 2010, and
was a member of the Protection and Communications committees.
“We were thrilled when Jarad agreed to join our board. He brought
an intelligence and passion for the valley that translated to leadership
in committee meetings and board discussions. This was a feature
that was just beginning to shine – Jarad in the board room and as a
community leader,” recalls Laurie Andrews, executive director.

“a world-class athlete, a connected community member,

Jarad was also an accomplished writer, and some of his writings and
reflections were shared with the community, showing a philosophical
side of Jarad that underlay his outgoing and charismatic nature.
Jarad’s deep connection to the valley and the mountains, and his
strong sense of place, is everywhere in his writing – connections
forged from knowing the landscape and community of Jackson Hole
since childhood. Dave and Susie Spackman, Jarad’s parents, moved
to the valley in 1978 with Jarad and Brandon in tow when Jarad was
six. Dave recalls that Jarad often told him that moving the family to
Jackson was the best decision he ever made. Jarad tested his mettle

So here is my grand idea of life. The truth to finding
happiness and fulfillment is to evolve while keeping
the main goal in mind of learning through the
motivation of love. If this is your path, it might
not always be smooth or straight, but it will lead
to a worthwhile journey. As I have come to finally
learn in a deeper understanding, being present in
the journey is far better than reaching the goal.”

to summit Teewinot Mountain with him, even though she had never
climbed before. He would often hike up Mount Glory at sunset with
his brother Brandon to recharge after work, and the brothers also
sought out more challenging and adventurous terrain in the Tetons.

“As you know, Jarad was passionate about this entire area. He was
also passionate about conservation, the mission of the Jackson Hole
Land Trust, and everything this wonderful community and ecosystem
has to offer. He was motivated by love and he lived life to the fullest.
He felt closer to God in the mountains,” says Dave Spackman
We would like to thank Jarad, Dave, Susie, Brandon, and Stephanie
Spackman for contributing their voices and memories to this issue of
Open Lands.

The Spackman Fanily

This March, the Land Trust lost a close friend and Board member,
Jarad Spackman. Jarad was swept to his death by an avalanche
while ascending Prospectors Mountain in Grand Teton National
Park, seeking to snowboard a new line inside an impossibly steep
and narrow couloir.

Susie, Dave, Jarad, and Steph Spackman
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More Voices from the Valley
In this issue of Open Lands, we’ve shared with you
some of the vibrant voices from the valley that
are deeply connected to open spaces and the work
of the Jackson Hole Land Trust. In a dynamic
community like Jackson Hole, there is no end to the
compelling stories about the landscape around us,
and the people who are both shaped by and help
shape this incredible place.
To hear more voices from the valley, in different
ways and formats, we encourage you to explore
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our new Forever Our Valley video and the
TravelStorysGPS smartphone application.
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Our Forever Our Valley video is a visually stunning
representation of the Land Trust’s work. In four
captivating minutes, you can see wildlife on the
move, crystal clear trout streams, cottonwood
groves, historic ranches, and the majestic Teton mountains, all from the perspective of the properties that the Land Trust has conserved
throughout the valley. Sweeping cinematography by local filmmaker David Stubbs presents a picture of what is at stake in the last intact
ecosystem in the lower 48 states, narrated by Laurie Andrews and accompanied by the music of Bela Fleck and Johnny & June Carter Cash.
You will also hear from Brad Mead, fourth generation rancher and longtime Land Trust supporter, and Mike Wardell, emeritus board member.
The video is available at jhlandtrust.org and vimeo.com/jhlandtrust/foreverourvalley.
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Voices from the Valley
Featured Voices
from the Valley
Properties

JHLT Protected
Properties

Grand Teton
National Park

BLM and State
Lands

Forest Service
Lands

National
Elk Refuge

1. Trail Creek Ranch

2. Huidekoper Ranch

3. Hardeman Barns,
Meadows and North

4. River Springs –
Rendezvous Park

5. Emily’s Pond

6. Iron Rock

7. Walton Ranch

8. Jenkins Ranch

9. Bar BC Ranch

10. Hansen Ranch

Photos: Bar BC Ranch, Trail Creek Ranch, Huidekoper Ranch • Kim Fadiman; Jenkins Ranch, Hardeman Barn • Mary Gerty
River Springs, Emily’s Pond • Jonathan Selkowitz; Iron Rock • Steve Beazley; Walton Ranch • Mack Mendenhall; Hansen Ranch • Ted Wood

The TravelStorysGPS smartphone application uses a unique new platform to tell stories, offering a free audio tour
along Highway 22 and Teton Park Road, in a collaboration between the Land Trust, the Grand Teton National Park
Foundation, and Story Clark’s Conservation Consulting.
As you drive along Highway 22 between the Idaho/Wyoming border and the town of Jackson, GPS triggers launch
stories to accompany the landscape along the route, including the rich history of the Jackson Hole Land Trust.
The Emily’s Pond, Hansen Ranch, Hardeman Barns, Meadows & North, Huidekoper Ranch, Iron Rock, Jenkins Ranch,
River Springs – Rendezvous Park, Trail Creek Ranch, and Walton Ranch conservation properties are featured in
the app. In addition, the “Share Your Story” channel has stories contributed by valley locals and the people that
helped conserve them, including Dan Abrams, A.J. DeRosa, Amber Jean, Lokey Lytjen, Tom Segerstrom, Ali Sehnert,
Roger Smith, Mike Wardell, Jamie Yount and more. This summer’s new release features new stories and a new look,
and is now available for both iPhone and Android. Please visit travelstorysgps.com and jhlandtrust.org for more
information on the TravelStorysGPS app.
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The Red Rock Ranch

cattle in the Upper Gros Ventre. And there was always a lot of riding
to do, which was so different from the riding they did back in Texas.
Experiences like that – pack trips and backpacking, and being a part
of the ranch – that’s a huge part of who they are today.”

For Future Generations

Although a deep sense of place and landscape has been present since
her childhood days on the ranch, Carolyn says that she has become
more attuned to her parents’ conservation ethic as she has grows
older. “In my late 20s and 30s, I would hear them discuss the words
and terms [of the conservation easement] and think, ‘it’s their deal,
they’re doing it for the ranch’. But as time goes on and Jackson gets
more and more discovered, I see how unique it is to have this valley
and this river, without any neighbors or developments nearby.
Our parents always wanted to figure out how to keep the
ranch together, long before it was a common thing to do.
They never thought about dividing or splitting it, and they
wanted to find a way to pass it along to us whole.

The Gros Ventre valley rises from Jackson Hole just east of the town of Kelly, WY and the boundary line between
the National Elk Refuge and Grand Teton National Park, following the meandering path of the Gros Ventre River
as it flows from the east and south. It is a breathtaking landscape of sagebrush and red rock cliffs, wildflowers,
glittering lakes, pristine trout streams, and migration corridors for pronghorn, moose, bighorn sheep and elk.
The dozen or so ranches that line the valley floor are surrounded by the Gros Ventre Wilderness and the BridgerTeton National Forest, carved out by homesteaders in the late 1800s and early 1900s, each with its own
colorful history of hardy pioneers, adventurous spirits, and family traditions.

Major Mosely had interviewed a number of people interested in
the property, but was not willing to sell the ranch to anyone who
was going to develop it. To win him over, David remembers, “We
practically had to sign in blood that we were not there to buy it
and develop it like everybody else. We convinced him that we
wanted to bring our children up there in the summer time when
they weren’t in school and give them a real Western upbringing.”
The following summer, the MacKenzies went to work transforming
the property into a working guest ranch. “We decided to turn it into
a guest ranch because we wanted to give people an opportunity
see part of this country – some of the most beautiful country in
America – and explore what is now the wilderness area,” says David.
At the time, the forested areas surrounding the ranch could not
be easily accessed by the public, and the road to the Crystal Creek
trailhead was virtually undriveable.
8
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Nearly 40 years later, the Red Rock Ranch is still owned
and operated as a guest ranch by the MacKenzie family,
with three quarters of the ranch protected by a series of
conservation easements held by the Jackson Hole Land Trust.
The precedent of conservation demanded by Major Mosely was
embraced wholeheartedly by the David and Deborah, who made
land conservation part of their lives at the Red Rock Ranch and
beyond. Deborah, who passed away in 2012, served on the boards
of several conservation organizations including the Illinois and
Wyoming Chapters of the Nature Conservancy and the National
Parks Conservation Association. David speaks of their decision
to place the ranch under conservation easements as a gradual
eventuality: “We needed some time to mull it over. We knew we

Kim Fadiman

The Red Rock Ranch was the most beautiful ranch the MacKenzies
had ever seen – 640 acres of open pastures surrounded by red rock
cliffs and rolling hills, in a small valley of its own with Crystal Creek
running through it. After a few minutes, they turned the car back
around to inquire about the ranch – and the rest, as they say, is
history. They bought the ranch in 1974 from Major C.C. Mosely, an
aviator and rancher who had arrived in Jackson Hole in the 1940s.
Purchasing the property once they had set their sights on it was
no simple matter, involving a wintertime trip to Jackson in December
of 1973, an in-person trip to California to meet Major Mosely, and
a unique closing in February of 1974 in which David had to ride
seven miles by snowmobile to the ranch to complete the deal
by radiophone.

Kim Fadiman

When David and Deborah MacKenzie drove up the Gros Ventre Road in the early 1970s, they saw a beautiful
ranch marked with a sign at its entrance: “End of Road – Red Rock Ranch – Not Open to Public’. After spending
several years with their four children visiting the Elbo Ranch in Kelly, WY (now the Teton Science Schools’ Kelly
Campus) – and a fishing trip by David in 1948 – they had become captivated by the magic of the Gros Ventre
valley. Each time, leaving the Gros Ventre to return to their home in Lake Forest, Illinois became harder, and
they were on the search for a ranch to call their own.

So we grew up with that ingrained in us, and looking back, I’ve realized
that their vision was really amazing and ahead of their time.”

were never going to develop it – that’s how we convinced Mosely
after all – and we always intended to follow Moseley’s plan to keep
the ranch the way it was. When we got older, we thought, ‘well we
better make some decisions now’, and the upper 160 acres was a
natural place for our first easement.” When the time came to place
the first easement on the ranch in 2001, the MacKenzies chose to
work with the Jackson Hole Land Trust because of a commitment
secured nearly 10 years prior by then-Director of Protection Story
Clark. A second 160-acre easement was placed on the main ranch in
2007, and a third easement of 153 acres was secured most recently
in December 2012.
Family and future generations has always been a central part of
the MacKenzie’s Red Rock Ranch experience. Carolyn MacKenzie
Stimmel remembers the early years on the ranch with her siblings
Marion, Doug, and David as an exciting, formative time, full of daily
adventures with guests without the surety of a set program. When
she was 14, Carolyn’s first job was as a cook on multi-day pack trips
deep into the wilderness, learning to crack eggs and cook a birthday
cake in a Dutch oven as she went. “The last night meal would be a
wow meal like steak… For other meals, we fished and ate the fish
from up the Gros Ventre.”

The forward-thinking conservation legacy of the MacKenzie family
is also appreciated by ranch managers Doug and Addie Hare, who
have lived on the ranch year-round with their two daughters for
the past 10 years. Doug reflects, “The conservation easements are
important to us, because they preserve this lifestyle and this area so
that it will remain as it is for generations. We are fortunate that the
MacKenzie family has allowed us to be a part of their legacy, to be
stewards of the land and to manage the ranch in a way that allows
for so many other families to visit here each summer and revel in
the splendor of the Gros Ventre.”
One of the main reasons David and Deborah bought the ranch
was to be able to teach their children, grandchildren, and guests
about a real, Western way of life and the beauty of the outdoors –
an opportunity to ride a horse across the hundreds of thousands of
acres of wilderness just steps from the ranch. Operating the ranch
as a guest ranch has been as much about stewarding and sharing
the place with others as it has been a business venture. David
reflects, “It’s working well – we’re getting a lot of second generation
families back as visitors, and we’ve had a number of weddings of
young people who met at the ranch.”
Aside from his front porch, from which he’s observed countless
wildlife and even a few wildfires, David’s favorite view is from the
“Skyline Ridge” ride. From 7,200 feet up, he can gaze across the open
expanses into Idaho and Montana and see the stunning wildflowers
of the high country summer, especially the pale violet blue of the

Each spring, Carolyn and her husband Harley Stimmel travel from
their home base in Midland, Texas to direct the ranch’s horseback
riding program. Their four sons have grown up spending summers
on the ranch, and Carolyn observes that they too have been shaped
by the vivid experiences they’ve had in the area. “Growing up there,
the boys got to become friends with a family with six boys that ran
Members of the MacKenzie family out on the ranch in 2011.
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Welcome New Board Members

Board Members
Pete Lawton
President

This is Tania Evans’s second stint on the Land Trust Board, the
first being from 1996-2002 and serving as President in 2000. She and
her husband, Tom, moved to Wilson in 1988. Interested in ranching,
they purchased a farm in Driggs, Idaho in 1990 which produces
hay and Black Angus cattle. She has served on the Board of the
National Wildlife Museum and is currently in her third term as a
commissioner of the Smithsonian American Art Museum.

Fred Staehr
First Vice President
Jake Ankeny
Second Vice President
Scott Pierson
Secretary
David Stubbs

Robert Grady
Treasurer

From the Director

Bill Adams

Anna Sullivan has lived in the Jackson area since graduating
from the University of Vermont with the exception of a five year
span. When she first arrived in Jackson, she joined the Land Trust
as an intern and later became an instructor for The Teton Science
School. During her time away from the valley, she worked for The
Nature Conservancy of Colorado in Boulder. Upon Anna’s return to
Jackson, she continued to work for The Nature Conservancy, first
in development and then as the Southern Yellowstone Landscape
Director for The Nature Conservancy of Wyoming. Anna is currently
an owner/partner of Rodeo, a women’s boutique with two locations
in Teton Village.

Jill Baldauf
Budd Betts

Every day is a gift.

Jacqueline Erdman

This spring, when I learned that one of our board members, Jarad Spackman, had passed away in
an avalanche at the age of 40, I was struck by this sentiment.

Tania Evans
Ann Frame
Mandy Mahoney

Life is tenuous, and anything can happen. As someone who also climbs mountains here in Jackson
Hole, and in other destinations near and far, I identified with Jarad’s sense of adventure and
connection to the land. Hearing stories and memories from his family, friends, and fellow board
members, it is clear that Jarad’s adventurous pursuits and professional successes were also
complemented by something deeper: a motivation to love others, and an exuberant challenge to
live life to the fullest. A reminder that every day is a gift.

Mike Marshall
Jeff Milton
Rod Moorhead
Karen Parent
Joel Revill
Bob Strawbridge
Anna Sullivan

Emeritus
Board Members
Bill Ashley
Vince Lee

Forever Our Valley Profiles

Mike Wardell

David Stubbs

You can send us your stories, photos, and reflections – and view contributions from others –
at jhlandtrust.org/get-involved.

Allan Tessler

Open Space Council
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David Gonzales
Sabrina Gracias
Ann Harvey
Christopher Hawks
Lynn Hitschler
Jean Hocker
Beedee Ladd
David Larson
Gretchen Long
Neal Manne
Holly McAllister-Swett
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Porgy McClelland
Susan McDowell
Brad Mead
Mack Mendenhall*
Tom Muller
Alex Muromcew*
Charlotte Oliver
Trina Overlock
Lewis Parker
Aaron Pruzan
Jon Rotenstreich

Missy Ryan*
Veronica Silberberg
Roger Smith
Sammie Smith
James Speyer
Amy Staehr*
Andy Stepanian*
Pam Swift
Brian Taylor
Georgene Tozzi
Stan Trachtenberg

Kathryn Turner*
Darrick Walker*
David Walsh
Kirby Williams
Adam Wolfensohn
* = New Members

David Stubbs

The Jackson Hole Land Trust’s Open Space Council links interested individuals with the work of the Jackson Hole Land Trust. Members of
the Council have an opportunity to act as ambassadors of the JHLT to the community at large by staying informed through our mailings and
e-newsletters, volunteering for stewardship projects, acting as a sounding board for ideas, and helping us connect to new supporters at
community and private events. Contact Leslie at leslie@jhlandtrust.org for more information about the Open Space Council.
Bob Peters,
Open Space Council chair
Clayton Andrews
T.A. Brooks
Bonnie Burgess*
Andy Calder
Rani Clasquin
John Copeland
Chris Denny
A.J. DeRosa
Mary Gerty

Laurie Andrews
Executive Director
Pam Case
Development Officer

Liz Long
Protection Manager

Filmed throughout the iconic Land Trust protected properties of the valley, our new Forever Our
Valley video brings to life the work that we do to protect open space and the critical wildlife
habitat, magnificent scenic vistas, and historic ranching heritage of Jackson Hole and the
Greater Yellowstone Area. Special thanks to Emeritus Board Member Mike Wardell and Open
Space Council Member Brad Mead for sharing their sense of history and connection to the land,
and the Land Trust’s work, with all of us. We would also like to thank the landowners and ranch
managers that gave us permission to access their beautiful properties for filming.

– Laurie Andrews

Gil Ordway

Staff

Steffan Freeman
Land Steward

This issue of Open Lands brings to light many voices from the valley, resonating with colorful
histories and connections, shaped by its sweeping vistas and wild places. It expresses how a
mountaineer and board member, a ranching family, a landscape painter, and a river keeper experience
this extraordinary landscape in their day to day lives and in the precious, quiet moments afforded
by the open spaces that surround us. These are the open spaces, and moments, that the Jackson
Hole Land Trust works to protect, for all of us to enjoy, and for future generations. The next time you
are out on the land, we hope that you will take a few moments to listen to the voices from the valley,
across the landscape and within yourself – and we invite you to share these reflections with us.

Jason Snider

The Jackson Hole Land Trust is a
private, non-profit organization
that was established in 1980
to preserve open space and
the critical wildlife habitat,
magnificent scenic vistas, and
historic ranching heritage of
Jackson Hole. By working
cooperatively with the owners
of the area’s privately owned
open lands, the Jackson Hole
Land Trust has ensured the
permanent protection of over
23,000 acres in and around
Jackson Hole and the Greater
Yellowstone Area. For more
information please visit
jhlandtrust.org.

Open Space Council member Brad Mead is a fourth generation
rancher whose family’s ties to the area go back to the 1890s and is
deeply rooted in the beautiful valley of Spring Gulch. A longtime Land
Trust supporter, Brad and his wife Kate are attorneys, distillers of
Wyoming Whiskey - Wyoming’s first premium whiskey - and ranchers
of Mead Ranch Natural Beef. The family has a history of commitment to
land conservation, conserving what is known as the Hansen Ranch
in 2002. “I’m really lucky to live here and manage a herd of cows that
still has bloodlines and genetics that I can recognize from cows that
my granddad had,” says Brad in Forever Our Valley.
Emeritus Board Member Mike Wardell first came to the valley
when he was 2 years old, and his family’s first ties to the area hearken
back to 1906, when his grandparents traveled to Jackson for their
honeymoon in 1906 by wagon and ferry. In the past, he has served
the Land Trust as a board member, president, and member of various
committees, and was one of the early supporters of the concept of
preserving open lands in the valley. His family has protected several
hundred acres in Jackson Hole with easement donations on land
in the South Park area. In Forever Our Valley, Mike tells the story of
what inspired his uncle, Byron Jenkins, to place an easement on the
family ranch in the 1970s – and what could have been the alternative: “Blue Crane Creek comes
springing up out of the ground just about 300 yards north my house. There could have been 135
plus or minus homes on this…It’s valuable just because it’s here.”
The video is available at jhlandtrust.org and vimeo.com/jhlandtrust/foreverourvalley.

Holly McKoy
Executive Assistant
Sean O’Donnell
Stewardship Manager
Tom Segerstrom
Land Steward & Staff Biologist
Leslie Steen
Communications Manager
Ellen Vanuga
Wind River Program Director
Jenny Wolfrom
Annual Fund Manager

P.O. Box 2897
555 East Broadway, Suite 228
Jackson, Wyoming 83001
307.733.4707
Wind River Program of the
Jackson Hole Land Trust
P.O. Box 1779
116 East Ramshorn Street, 1C
Dubois, Wyoming 82513
307.455.3766
info@jhlandtrust.org
www.jhlandtrust.org
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David Stubbs

............................

Save the Date
............................•
33 RD Annual
Land Trust
Picnic
............................•
th
Sun,
Aug.
11
............................
PM
4:00
............................•

Thank you to everyone who joined
the Land Trust at the beautiful
Indian Springs Ranch property for
our Annual Picnic, celebrating 32
years of protecting the wide open
spaces of our valley.
Keep up with our work and sign up
for our email list at jhlandtrust.org

Cover photo by David Stubbs.
Picnic photos by David Swift.

Bar BC Ranch

............................•
The 2012 Annual Picnic, held at the Indian
Springs Ranch conservation property,
featured music by the Miller Sisters and
booths by community partners, including
a live raptor demonstration by the Teton
Raptor Center. Over 500 community members
attended the event and enjoyed the beautiful
summer evening as we presented Mayor
Mark Barron and the Town of Jackson with
a gift in recognition of their work on the
Flat Creek Corridor project.
We’ve launched a new version of our website this spring! Come visit us and sign up for our email list at jhlandtrust.org. The new site features
stunning imagery of the valley and our work, up-to-date information for supporters and landowners, a compelling new video, an interactive
map of protected properties, and the latest news about our projects and successes.

